
PAGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the
Annual Parish Meeting
held in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972

on Tuesday 27th May 2025 held in the Small Hall, Pagham Village Hall
Present:
Cllrs. Mr P Atkins (Chairman), Mr P Cooper, Mrs D Hall, Ms P Hilton, Mr D Huntley & Mr I Manion  
Attending: 
Mrs Nicola Swann, Clerk & RFO, 
18 members of the public 
Apologies:  Mrs Behr, Mr Carr, Mrs Hamilton & Mrs Salter
********************

Welcome by the Chairman
The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30 pm and welcomed those attending. This was the 130th Annual Parish Meeting for Electors, the first having been held in 1894.  He introduced the Councillors and the Parish Clerk.
To receive the minutes of the 2023/24 Annual Parish Meeting held on 28th May 2024
Proposed:    
Cllr Mrs Hall
Seconded:

Cllr Mr Huntley
Decision: to ADOPT the minutes.

Matters arising
None
Report from the Chairman of the Parish Council on activities during the 2024/25 Council Year including a report as Chairman of the Highways & Amenities Committee

Mr Atkins made the following comments:
Parish Council structure
Parish Council elections were held in May 2023, and all Councillors were returned unopposed.
Annual meeting saw Cllr Mr Atkins return as Chairman and Cllr Mr Huntley as Vice Chairman.
There are 3 Committees - Planning, Highways & Amenities, Finance Committee.
Members are appointed annually reflecting their expertise and/or interest.
Outside bodies - members also represent the Parish Council on the Coastal Issues Group which works with Pagham Flood Defence Trust, are appointed as Trustees for the Village Hall, to Advisory Groups run by Arun District Council which look at the strategic developments in Pagham and on a liaison group with Sussex Police.
Two of our Parish Councillors are also District Councillors for Pagham.
One of our Parish Councillors is also County Councillor for Pagham.
We currently have a vacancy so if you are interested in joining us, please contact the Clerk.

Summer Lane Public Open Space
Vistry has advised that:
Progress has been slowed down by legal issues and waiting on consultants for additional details. However, they have advised that they are waiting on one final detailed report from their Consultants which will allow them to move this forward. It remains Vistry's strong desire that they continue to work with the Council to resolve matters and they appreciate this has taken some time to date. She has also advised that:
"Apologies for the delay in responding. As you are aware the drainage here has some legal sensitivities which we are working on. We are currently exploring the option to remove the spoil from the site to return the levels to the former levels and make good the contamination and the landscaping. We are just waiting on a final quote to inform our decision as to whether this is our proposed strategy which I hope to be able to advise early next week. In the event we wish to proceed with this option, I don't think we need to submit a revised drainage strategy as we would be returning to the approved arrangement. I would expect the Council would want to see a more detailed strategy i.e. timescales and how we propose to deal with the contaminated land etc but I would welcome your thoughts."

Planning
Has a whole committee designated to the development of the village. We discuss both individual house modifications as to their suitability within the village and we are also involved and attend Arun planning meetings when we put forward our comments both verbally and in writing.
Unfortunately, some of the decisions are not in our favour and we are still having further developments of housing foisted on us despite our legitimate objections.
We are now starting out on the whole council reorganisation journey which will be a major change in all local government.

Drainage
Drainage is a major part of life in Pagham, though few realise just how critical it will be over the next 25 years. The climate change that we are beginning to see are not easily reversed and politically they are not popular. As a world, we are refusing to believe in the need for changes to lifestyle.
Currently, we have seen the repair of several areas of flooding on local roads.
We still have problems under investigation in Summer Lane, these affect both the green space and the drainage of the surface water from the new housing estate.
It will also have a knock-on effect on the next 2 developments planned for this road.

Celebrations
Last year we planned a D-Day celebration, this year we joined once again in conjunction with P&DRA, PYC and PPC planned a celebration of VE-Day ONCE AGAIN A SUCCESS SUPPORTED BY MANY.


Pagham Flood Defence Trust
**The present state of the beach is regularly monitored and surveyed. At the meeting in March a full review was made of the developments over the last year. Considerable deposition of shingle has occurred which has given greater protection to a large section of the central beach.**

The current advice from the Pagham coastal interest Advisory Group is to wait and see how the accretion develops and to plan for work to be undertaken only if problems develop at the harbour entrance or along the initial section of beach east of the entrance.

Hook Lane
This had a complete revamp of the hedges and fences during the year, which has opened the area and enabled the parkland to be overseen from all sides. This should we hope reduce vandalism and underage drinking. It also enables the open space to be visible as a park and recreational area.

Village Hall Playground and Paddock
A new perimeter fence was completed on the carpark edge of the children's play area which has made the area more secure. At the same time, the rear boundary fence was cleared of scrub and a secure chain link fence installed. This has clearly marked the boundary between the village hall and the forthcoming developments of the land beyond.

Grass Cutting
Over the last year and for the next 2 years WSSC will cut the road verges around the village and harvest the mown grass for the green project experiment. Last summer we continued to cut the grass areas in the village that were not cut or which were too small for the larger machines we will continue with this practice this year.

Communications
The Pagham residents association continue to allow us a newsletter page in their quarterly bulletin, for which we are very grateful as it is a means to vary our communications about our work.

The Parade
This is no longer our headache as the Arun District Council and the landlords sorted out their problems and the site has been made both safe and clean. All thanks to Proceedings in law s215.

Duck Pond
Unfortunately, the owners having started in cooperative mode have now switched to obstinate and are not enabling progress on repair and maintenance.

Christmas Trees
These were erected again this year and were not affected by the high winds to which we were treated for a few days in December they were well received and we will continue this year with their purchase.
The fencing around the trees has drawn comments, we are investigating lower fences but the cost of the trees and the exposure of residents to risks mean that insurance is essential and they do have certain conditions.

Our Clerk has kept us all to the task of Councillors throughout this year and worked harder than any of us in looking after Pagham and ensuring its best development we can manage.
Finally, I would like to thank my fellow Councillors for their support throughout the year and for re-electing me as their Chairman for the ensuing year.

To receive the Annual Report from the Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
The Chairman of the Finance Committee, Cllr Mrs Dawn Salter, offered her comments via a written report which was read out on her behalf by Cllr Mr Peter Atkins:

I give my apologies this year as my work commitments make it difficult for me to attend this evening,  I have composed my analysis of the accounts for Parish Council Year 24/25 to be presented during our Annual Parish Meeting.
It is a dedicated team effort, encouraging the enthusiasm for new ideas and balancing the books.   I would like to thank the effort and excess voluntarily time Peter spends keeping his masterful view over our Asset Management each year as Amenities Chairman.

Our Parish Clerk Nicola excels as our responsible Finance Officer. She pieces together the essential legal and statutory reports presenting to Council every fortnight - our 'miracle' worker without whom we would not be able to carry out our functions so professionally. I am proud to advise that our internal audit process brought up no matters that cause concern, meaning we are confirmed to be abiding by our own Standing Orders and Financial Regulations, as well as sector guidance.
This year we decided to open two new accounts with the Hinckley & Rugby Building Society so as to increase the interest we make on our deposits and ensure all our funds are protected by the Financial Services Compensation Scheme.

Our reserves remain in a healthy state, with an increase on the year of £9731.  However, much of our reserves are ringfenced for particular purposes, ranging from a prudent reserve of £27,859 to a donation of £14,710 from the Pagham Action Group which closed this year and made a donation of their remaining funds to the Parish Council.  It was decided to ringfence this amount for a project to be delivered in the beach area, as this was the original purpose behind the Pagham Action Group.  We spent £14643 from our CIL reserves on fencing at the two play areas managed by the Parish Council.  We also received a donation of £3877 from the Village Hall Trust which we will put towards repayment of the loan take out by the Council to build the Small Hall.  This loan will be fully repaid in October 2029.

Overall this mean that we were able decrease our precept slightly this year, whilst maintaining our services for residents.

Looking forward, with Local Government Reorganisation on the horizon it is likely that there will be more demands on your Parish Council to provide services, and careful financial management is key.
To receive the Annual report from the Chairman of the Planning Committee

Pagham Parish Council Planning Committee. Meet usually twice a month throughout the year to consider planning applications for Pagham.
Parish Councils are statutory consultees in the planning process and must be informed of all planning applications and any amendments to those applications within the Parish. The Parish Council can only comment on these planning applications in the same way as any other member of the public, however, any comments by the Parish Council must be agreed during a properly called Planning Committee Meeting.
We can 'Object' or raise 'no objection' we do not have the power to refuse an application, that is for the Planning authority Arun District Council.
Members of the public attending the meeting may comment, speak in support of, or object to any application during the Open Forum segment of the meeting. Comments agreed in the meeting are submitted in writing by the Parish Clerk to the relevant planning authority.
Members of the Committee will study the plans and details submitted with the applications carefully and we also study the views of other statutory bodies e.g. English Heritage, The Environment Agency, Highways Authority etc,
The local authority will almost certainly be bound by the advice of such statutory bodies.
It's important to remember that the Parish Council is only a consultee and counts as one opinion. Without the advice or comments of residents of the Parish on an application the members of the Parish Council planning Committee will give their own opinions after careful consideration.
The Parish Councils comments in response to a planning application must be based on planning matter. Where possible quote Polices in the Local Plan as these are the starting point for considering the merits of any application.
Objections should be clear, concise, relevant, and accurate to stand a chance of being accepted. whilst the planning authority must consider the representations of the Parish Council this does not mean that an application will be decided in accordance with the views of the Parish Council.

In reaching a decision, the planning authority is required to weigh up all issues associated with an application and comments made by the Parish Council may have insufficient weight to enable the application to be determined in line with the wishes of the Parish.
Any comments or objections made must have a genuine material planning consideration and matter of relevance to the development.
The strategic allocations identified in Pagham will collectively deliver at least 1,200 dwellings over the Local Plan period (2011-2031).
Many of those application have come before us in the last year. We have spent many hours studying plans and debating the development layout, internal roads, access parking, landscaping and design to make sure we get the best possible outcome from the developers even when we object to an application.
The Hook Lane development is progressing and now many of the completed homes are occupied.
Land north of Sefter Road and west of the main access to the new development. Erection of Ambulance Community response Post and provision for parking of two emergency vehicles. Member were pleased to support and see the delivery of promised infrastructure associated with a strategic site in Pagham
Summer Lane play area and open space has still not been resolved but we are very hopeful that will happen in the near future.
The planning committee have also considered many 'House Holder' applications during the past year, these applications are no longer escalated to the planning committee at Arun on an objection from the Parish Council, so, in these cases we rely on our District Councillors to help us by requesting to the ADC Chairman that an application can be considered by that Committee.
Again, we must put forward sound planning reasons for that.
I would like to thank all the members of the Planning Committee and The Council members for their valued input into all planning matter,
Also, my thanks to Nicola our valued Clerk who always skilfully captures the essence of our debate and submits our comments to ADC.
Many thanks to our Chairman Peter Atkins for attending ADC planning meetings during the past year and speaking on applications we had resolved to object to.

Dawn Hall
Chairman, Planning Committee.
Pagham Parish Council

To receive observations from County and District Councillors:

Cllr Mr Huntley made the following observations as District Councillor:

Until this new government we were anticipating WSCC elections this May 2025 and Arun District elections in 2027. We are now going have mayoral elections next year in 2026 and unitary authority elections in 2027. This could result in another layer of local government and the expense of Mayors. ADC could disappear and be subsumed into WSCC.

The new unitary Authority could be all of Sussex, West and East Sussex like now or something else. The electorate size should be ideally 500 K. But could be smaller or bigger. Adur and Worthing and Brighton are low in funds but Reigate and Banstead, Crawley and Horsham are wealthy. Any unitary authority containing Gatwick airport would be very wealthy. Bids are invited from Districts and County level giving a financially backed case – a lot of work for officers! These need to be in by September.

Both county and district and the government regard parish and town councils as vital. These will take on some the roles of District and County. Our excellent parish chair is already doing this with backing of the Finance and H&A committees and full parish council. 

Planning
The aim of revising our local plan is necessary because it is out of date and we need a more infrastructure lead plan. At the moment we develop and then hope for infrastructure that doesn’t come! We are trying to get the local plan revised and reassessed and infrastructure led (for a change!) However the government wants to take the brakes off planning immediately. Our view is that we welcome social and council genuine low cost housing. About 2.5 thousand people are on the waiting list for housing. We do not need expensive second and luxury homes attracting more people into the district making homes unaffordable for first time buyers and locals. Planning inspectors and the government are not listening. 7000 houses are waiting to be built but developers are land banking and waiting for the price to rise. It is not the fault of Arun we are behind our targets!

We did hope to get a village green, Tennis courts and a bowling green and 1.69 Hectares of land for this purpose. All these thing have been mentioned in advisory groups and in meetings with officers since 2019. we have had 1500 strategic houses and 500 extra non- strategic houses imposed on us. Surely this attracts enough CIL and section 106 moneys to do this.

We have had this village land reduced to 0.2 hectares by Arun Green space with no consultation with the parish. 1 Acre provides 16 allotments 1 hectare provides 40. a full 10 rod allotment is 250 square metres i.e. 25 by 10 metres (or 300 square yards) a 5 rod plot is 125 square metres. The land provided by 0.2 hectares provides less than 6 x ½ plots! We have at least 20 households on an allotment waiting list and 120 said they would apply for a plot once they knew they were becoming available.

  Dear Parishioners, please feel free to write to Arun planning and complain! (Allotments and cemeteries are legal required provisions from local government – see the various allotment acts).
Cllr Mrs Dawn Hall made the following observations as West Sussex County Council member for Pagham & Nyetimber:

Cllr Mrs Hall was pleased to report that the County Council had been able to improve drainage and repair the roads in and around Pagham during the year, particularly Pagham Road, which had seen potholes filled, resurfacing take place and work to reduce the risk of flooding outside Barfoots.  There had also been improvements to the side roads in the area.
She welcomed the community highways scheme implemented outside the Inglenook Hotel which would improve visibility for traffic leaving Mill Farm Estate.

To receive, discuss and vote upon any business raised by the Electors of Pagham, of which written notice was received by Noon on Friday 23rd May 2025
The Clerk confirmed no business had been raised by the Electors of Pagham.  

Any other matters for future consideration

None

The Chairman thanked all those that had attended and closed the meeting. 

Closure - The meeting ended at 7.45 pm.
Chairman…………………………………………….

Date………………………………………………….
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