


Pagham Parish Council                
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 9th May 2023 at 8pm held in The Small Hall, Pagham Village Hall.


Present:  
Councillors 	Mr P Atkins (Chairman), Mrs J Behr, Mr J Carr, Mrs D Hall, Mrs Hamilton, Ms P Hilton, Mr D Huntley, Mr I Manion & Mrs D Salter 


In Attendance:  Mrs Nicola Swann (Clerk & RFO)
		  
	C/23/001
	To elect the Parish Council Chairman for 2023/2024 and to receive a Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

	C/23/001.1
	Cllr Mr Atkins was unanimously elected as Chairman for the forthcoming civic year.

	
	

	C/23/002
	Apologies from Members 

	C/23/002.1
	None

	
	

	C/23/003
	To receive declarations of interest and dispensation requests by Councillors on any of the agenda items below.

	C/23/003.1
	Cllr Mr Huntley stated that he had a disclosable pecuniary interest in item 13 (Flooding & Coastal Erosion) as he has a beneficial interest in that part of Pagham which is within the area of a serious risk of flooding arising from changing tidal patterns and erosion of the foreshore (the Area) and any decision take might relate to action to be taken regarding measures taken to protect the Area and requested that it be recorded in the Minutes that they will be taking part in the debate and voting on the item as authorised by the Dispensation granted by Pagham Parish Council at their meeting on 31st July 2012 (minute 61.12c). Mr Huntley was also a trustee of the Pagham Flood Defence Trust.
Cllr Mr Atkins stated that he had an interest in agenda item 13 (Coastal Erosion) as Chairman of the Pagham Flood Defence Trust. 

	
	

	C/23/004
	Public Session Questions and comments from Members of the Public Present 

	C/23/004.1
	One members of the public were present.

	
	

	C/23/005
	To consider any applications for vacancies to be filled by Co-Option resulting from the uncontested election on 4th May 2023

	C/23/005.1
	It was RESOLVED to co-opt Mr Paul Cooper for the remainder of the civic term.

	
	

	C/23/006
	To elect the Vice Chairman for 2023/24.

	C/23/006.1
	Cllr David Huntley was unanimously elected as Vice Chairman for the forthcoming civic year.

	
	

	C/23/007
	To set up and appoint Members to Standing Committees:

	C/23/007.1
	Planning Committee - with delegated authority to make observations/recommendations to the LPA. It was RESOLVED that the current membership of Cllrs Mrs Behr, Mr Carr, Mrs Hall, Mrs Hamilton &, Mrs Salter continue.  Cllrs Mrs Hilton and Mr Cooper wished to join the Committee and it was RESOLVED that they be appointed. The Chairman and Vice Chairman were appointed ex-officio.

Highways & Amenities Committee - with delegated authority to authorise payments and emergency repairs. It was RESOLVED that the current membership of Cllrs Mrs Behr, Mr Manion & Mrs Salter continue, together with Cllrs Mrs Hamilton and Mr Cooper.   Chairman and Vice Chairman ex-officio.

Finance & General Purposes Committee - with delegated authority to authorise payments, review the Council’s Insurance, Risk Management of Council assets, and to review Council administration procedures and to make recommendations to the Council. It was RESOLVED that membership of Cllrs Mrs Behr, Mrs Hall, Mr Manion and Mrs Salter continue, together with Chairman and Vice Chairman ex-officio.

	
	

	C/23/008
	To appoint Representatives on Outside Bodies.

	C/23/008.1
	Coastal Issues Group
Cllr Mr D Huntley

ADALC/WSALC
Cllr Ms Hilton 

Aldwick West & Pagham Advisory Group
Cllr Mr Atkins & Cllr Ms Hilton

Bersted Advisory Group
Cllr Mr D Huntley

Pagham Village Hall Trust
Pagham Village Hall Trust’s constitution allows for the appointment of 3 trustees from the Parish Council.  Cllrs Mr Huntley, Mr Carr & Mrs Behr agreed to continue as trustees.

Neighbourhood Policing Team All Parishes Group
Cllr Mr Manion

It was RESOLVED unanimously to approve the appointment of representatives on outside bodies.


	
	

	C/23/009
	To appoint or confirm an Internal Auditor for the 2023/2024 Council Year


	C/23/009.1
	It was RESOLVED to reappoint RS Hall & Co as internal auditors for 2023/24 financial year

	
	

	C/23/010
	To receive and approve the minutes of the Council meetings held 28th March 2023 (previously issued)

	C/23/010.1
	It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes.  The Chairman was asked to sign the minutes accordingly

	
	

	C/23/011
	Matters arising from the Minutes

	C/23/011.1
	None.

	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk42059846]C/23/012
	Receive Reports: 

	C/23/012.1
	[bookmark: _Hlk64449576]Chairman’s Report –  
The Chairman reported on current concerns over the condition of the new play area and public open space which the developer of the new homes at Summer Lane was keen to hand over to ADC or (ultimately) PPC.  The space was unusable as it was full of rocks and rubble which was being removed by hand picking.  The Chairman felt there was a lot more to do to bring the site up to an acceptable standard, including resolving issues with asbestos and possible land raising.  
Mr Atkins moved on to update members on matters relating to flooding and coastal erosion.  It was noted that the Pagham Coastal Issues Advisory Group had recently held a seminar with interested statutory bodies to outline Pagham Flood Defence Trust’s experience with cutting the spit to protect Pagham beach.  It was hoped that others could gain from the experience and a blueprint for future interventions could be agreed to make the process quicker, easier and cheaper.
Mr Atkins thanked Councillors who had returned to the Council for the new civic term and congratulated the returning District Councillors.  He believed the new civic term would bring pressure to keep costs down whilst supporting the less well off in the Pagham community and encouraged Councillors to bring any ideas on how to achieve this to future meetings for consideration.


	C/23/012.2
	Clerk’s Report –  
Renewal of a lease for Hook Lane Play Area.  WSCC had offered a lease of 10-14 years at a rent of £500pa.  This was an increase on the previous amount and the Clerk was asked to offer £375pa for a 14 year lease.  Taking a longer lease would allow the Council certainty in renewing the play equipment and facilities at the park.
Opportunity to meet Community Wardens.  The Clerk reported that an offer to meet the new Community Wardens had been received.  Councillors agreed they would like to meet the new wardens to see what benefits they could bring to Pagham.


	C/23/012.3
	District Councillors’ Report – Cllr David Huntely reported that the elections had been completed for the District Council and explained the results meant the Council was in no overall control.  He would be speaking to the various parties and negotiations would begin tomorrow.  He was hoping this administration would put more pressure on WSCC and Planning Department to get more of what Pagham needs.  He thanked everyone for their support and offered commiserations to the losing candidates.




	C/23/012.4
	County Councillor’s Report – Cllr Mrs Hall congratulated the returning District Councillors, and returning Parish Councillors.  She reminded all that what is important is what you do for your community once elected.  She encouraged communication with residents and officers.  


	C/23/012.5
	Outside bodies reports –
PVHT – the new Chairman was in place and working with the other trustees to gain an understanding of all aspects of the Hall.


	
	

	C/23/013
	Flooding & Coastal Erosion – Consider any matters arising 

	C/23/013.1
	No matters arising.


	
	

	C/23/014
	Committee Minutes & reports – to note the meeting notes/minutes & action any recommendations, and to ratify any decisions taken by any Advisory Groups pursuant to the Scheme of Delegation dated 4th May 2021.

	C/23/014.1
	Planning Committee meetings and Planning Committee Advisory Group meetings held on 28th March 2023, 11th April 2023 & 25th April 2023.
The minutes were duly noted.
 

	C/23/014.2
	Highways & Amenities Committee  - no meetings held since the date of the last Full Council meeting.  


	C/23/014.3
	Finance Committee meeting held on 25th April 2023. 
The minutes were duly noted.  The recommendations of the Committee were noted in respect of items to be considered at Agenda Item 15.  
It was RESOLVED to approve the recommendations of the Committee in respect of movements in the Council’s Earmarked Reserves.

	
	

	C/23/015
	Finance

	C/23/015.1
	Receive accounts for the period ending 31st March 2023 (previously issued)
The accounts for the period ending 31st March 2023 (previously circulated) were presented.  It was RESOLVED to receive and approve the accounts.

	C/23/015.2
	Orders for Payment were presented to the meeting.  It was RESOLVED to approve payments of £2760.76 (£147.45.00 of VAT).

	C/23/015.3
	Internal Audit Report & Clerk’s comments
The Clerk had circulated the Internal Audit report.  The Internal Auditor had drawn attention to an error on the fixed asset register.  The Clerk confirmed the error had been corrected. It was RESOLVED to note the report

	C/23/015.4
	Approval of Accounts for 2022/23
The Clerk had circulated the accounts for 2022/23.  The Clerk gave a report on the year end position, having circulated the summary of receipts and payments for the year and detailed receipts and payments reports prior to the meeting.
Overall, Council reserves had increased year on year by £9,375.41.  However, this includes CIL receipts in the year of £15,869.35.  Taking this into account, the Council’s general and earmarked reserves other than CIL reduced by £6,494.05.  
The biggest increase in spending vs the previous year was in the Amenities budget codes.  This included spending funds from a Highways & Amenities asset replacement earmarked reserve, which was made up of unspent funds from previous years.  This included the work undertaken at the village hall to clear the trees and replace the fence, plus new benches for the beach.  It was RESOLVED to approve the accounts for 2022/23.


	C/23/015.5
	Annual Governance & Accountability Return – to consider the return for 2022/23 (previously issued) 
1. Consideration of Annual Governance Statements 
It was RESOLVED that the Annual Governance Statements for 2022/23 be approved and the Chairman and Clerk be authorised to sign the same.

2. Consideration of Accounting Statements
It was RESOLVED that the Accounting Statements for 2022/23 be approved and the Chairman and Clerk be authorised to sign the same.


	
	

	C/23/016
	Governance

	C/23/016.1
	Financial Regulations – to readopt the Financial Regulations dated 12 March 2020 as the Council’s Financial regulations. IT WAS RESOLVED to readopt the Financial Regulations dated 12th March 2020 as the Council’s Financial Regulations for the civic year 2023/24


	C/23/016.2
	Standing Orders –to adopt the Model Standing Orders 2018 (England) Version 2 (April 2022) as the Council’s Standing Orders.  IT WAS RESOLVED to adopt the revised Standing Orders as the Council’s Standing Orders for the civic year 2023/24.


	C/23/016.3
	Code of Conduct – to readopt the Code of Conduct in line with the code adopted by Arun District Council 24th March 2021 as adopted by the Council on 5th May 2021


	C/23/016.4
	General Power of Competence – to readopt the power of general competence for the civic term.  The Clerk had circulated a report outlining the general power of competence and confirming the Council met the qualifications to adopt the Power if it so chose.  It was RESOLVED:
From 9th May 2023, until the next relevant Annual Meeting of the Council, that having met the conditions of eligibility as defined in the Localism Act 2011 and SI 965 The Parish Councils (General Power of Competence) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012, to adopt the General Power of Competence.

	
	

	C/23/017
	Date of Next Meeting

	C/23/017.1
	13th June 2023

	
	

	
	The meeting closed at 9.25pm



Signed:   ……………………….
Chairman

Date:  …………………………..



