Pagham Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 13th June 2023 at 7.45pm held in The Small Hall, Pagham Village Hall.


Present:  
Councillors 	Mr P Atkins (Chairman), Mrs J Behr, Mr J Carr, Mrs D Hall, Mrs Hamilton, Ms P Hilton, Mr D Huntley, Mr I Manion & Mrs D Salter 

In Attendance:  Mrs Nicola Swann (Clerk & RFO)
		  
	C/23/015
	Apologies from Members 

	C/23/015.1
	Cllr Mrs Hamilton

	
	

	C/23/016
	To receive declarations of interest and dispensation requests by Councillors on any of the agenda items below.

	C/23/016.1
	Cllr Mr Huntley stated that he had a disclosable pecuniary interest in item 13 (Flooding & Coastal Erosion) as he has a beneficial interest in that part of Pagham which is within the area of a serious risk of flooding arising from changing tidal patterns and erosion of the foreshore (the Area) and any decision take might relate to action to be taken regarding measures taken to protect the Area and requested that it be recorded in the Minutes that they will be taking part in the debate and voting on the item as authorised by the Dispensation granted by Pagham Parish Council at their meeting on 31st July 2012 (minute 61.12c). Mr Huntley was also a trustee of the Pagham Flood Defence Trust.
Cllr Mr Atkins stated that he had an interest in agenda item 13 (Coastal Erosion) as Chairman of the Pagham Flood Defence Trust. 
Cllr Mr Huntley had an interest in a payment to be considered at agenda item 11.2

	
	

	C/23/017
	Public Session Questions and comments from Members of the Public Present 

	C/23/017.1
	No members of the public were present.

	
	

	C/23/018
	To consider any applications for vacancies to be filled by Co-Option resulting from the uncontested election on 4th May 2023

	C/23/018.1
	It was RESOLVED to co-opt Mrs Caroline Spencer for the remainder of the civic term and that her declaration of office could be signed at a later date but before the next meeting of the Full Council.

	
	

	C/23/019
	To receive and approve the minutes of the Council meetings held 9th May 2023 (previously issued)

	C/23/019.1
	It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes.  The Chairman was asked to sign the minutes accordingly

	
	

	C/23/020
	Matters arising from the Minutes

	C/23/020.1
	None.

	
	

	C/23/021
	Report on the Sate of Parish Councils in the Arun District , West Sussex - feedback

	C/23/021.1
	A request had been made for the Council to consider the contents of an updated report produced by a local group regarding its desire to see a review of parishing arrangements in Arun district (copy attached to the minutes).  Members considered the contents of the report.  It had not changed its view on the benefits of the current parish council arrangement which align with the principles of localism and allow decisions which affect local communities to take control of many matters of importance to them, and to provide detailed local feedback on proposals which affect their communities.  To amalgamate to a larger area would dilute these powers.  The Council receives much positive feedback on its work, such as for supplementing grass cutting schedules and ensuring assets are provided for the benefit of residents.  It feels it offers value for money for the amount precepted.  
Members are keen to fill all vacancies on the Council and are always happy to engage with members of the public on the way it makes its decisions. It is not correct to interpret a lack of voted-for Councillors as being any sort of closed shop arrangement – it is difficult to recruit volunteers for roles in many sectors, not just local government.  This situation is also reported nationally, not just across the Arun district.  The Council also believes that if residents were dissatisfied with arrangements more candidates would come forward.

	
	

	C/23/022
	Receive Reports: 

	C/23/022.1
	[bookmark: _Hlk64449576]Chairman’s Report –  
There had been an increase in levels of graffiti in recent weeks.  Bus shelters and utilities had been targeted.  Mr Manion suggested the Chairman could email a photograph of the tags used to the police, who were able to identify culprits this way.  Cleaning bus shelters owned by the parish council was in hand.
There had been some damage to the playground fence at the Village Hall. Thanks to Mr Cooper for offering to repair it, however a closer inspection of the condition of the poles showed the fence needed total replacement.  The first quote for this work was just under £6,000.  There was then a short debate on the different types of fencing that might be suitable, taking into account cost, durability, maintenance and aesthetic considerations.  Mr Cooper would investigate and report back.  
Mr Atkins would make a request for residents to support the Council’s additional grass cuts by cutting verges outside their houses if they felt able.  This would appear in the next residents’ association newsletter.


	C/23/022.2
	Clerk’s Report –  
The Council had been offered a community contribution from GTB and Southern Water, who were undertaking work at the waste water treatment works in Pagham.  The provision of two benches had been agreed, with plaques confirming the donations.  Members did not wish to accept the benches with the logo of Southern Water attached, given the current situation with sewage discharges on the coast.  The Clerk would communicate this decision to GTB.

Cllr Mr Cooper raised the subject of provision of a shower at the beach.  The Clerk suggested he put a costed proposal to Full Council.  Cllr Mrs Salter reminded the meeting there was no provision in the budget this year but the project could be considered for the following year.



	C/23/022
	District Councillors’ Report – 
The new administration is now in place with an alliance between Independent, Labour, Green and Liberal Democrat Councillors.  Cllr Mrs Hamilton had been made Chairman of the Planning Committee, and Cllr Mr Huntley was Chairman of the Standards Committee and had a seat on Planning Policy Committee.  Cllr Matt Stanley was leader and Roger Nash his deputy.
Councillors from all sides were intending to write to central government to explain that there was no ability to meet the housing target in the district, and also to Southern Water regarding capacity issues.


	C/23/022.1
	County Councillor’s Report –
Cllr Mrs Hall reported on WSCC’s plans to celebrate Sussex Day on 16th June 2023 and the work being done to address fly tipping in the County, which was on the increase.


	
	Outside bodies reports –
PVHT – Annual meeting was to be held the following week.

Police Liaison – Cllr Mr Manion had attended a meeting with temporary Inspector Ross Wickings for the Arun NPT.  He reported back that Op Unify (a restructuring of the way policing worked in the county) was under way.  Op Downsway, which dealt with antisocial driving, would now include Pagham.  Bognor Regis had been awarded £100,000 by the Police & Crime Commissioner to address antisocial behaviour.  This could be used, for instance, to fund overtime.  There was some surprise that other areas had not been able to apply for similar funding. There were currently 5 PCSO vacancies and one sergeant vacancy.  Co-Op at Kings Beach had reportedly had to close early due to shoplifting, however the police seemed unaware of this.  Reporting (through Co-Op’s own systems) had to be encouraged.



	C/23/023
	Flooding & Coastal Erosion – Consider any matters arising 

	C/23/023.1
	No matters arising.


	
	

	C/23/024
	Committee Minutes & reports – to note the meeting notes/minutes & action any recommendations.


	C/23/024.1
	Planning Committee meetings and Planning Committee Advisory Group meetings held on 9th May 2023 & 23rd May 2023.
The minutes were duly noted.
 

	C/23/024.2
	Highways & Amenities Committee  - meetings held 23rd May 2023.   The minutes were duly noted.  


	C/23/024.3
	Finance Committee – no meetings held since last Full Council meeting.  meeting held on 25th April 2023. 
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	Finance

	C/23/025
	Receive accounts for the period ending 30th April 2023 & 31st May 2023 (previously issued)
The accounts for the period ending 30th April 2023 & 31st May 2023 (previously circulated) were presented.  It was RESOLVED to receive and approve the accounts.

	C/23/025.1
	Orders for Payment were presented to the meeting.  It was RESOLVED to approve payments of £4075.40 (£142.13 of VAT).

	
	

	C/23/026
	Governance

	C/23/026.1
	None

	
	

	
	Date of Next Meeting

	
	25th July 2023

	
	

	
	The meeting closed at 9.25pm



Signed:   ……………………….Chairman    Date:  …………………………..
