


Pagham Parish Council
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 9th June 2026 at 7.15pm held in The Small Hall, Pagham Village Hall.


Present:  
Councillors 	Mr P Atkins (Chairman), Mrs Behr, Mr J Carr, Mrs D Hall, Ms P Hilton, Mr M Howard, Mr D Huntley, Mr I Manion & Ms R Palmer 


In Attendance:  Mrs Nicola Swann (Clerk & RFO)
		  
	C/26/017
	Apologies from Members 

	C/26/017.1
	Cllr Mr P Cooper

	
	

	C/26/018
	To receive declarations of interest and dispensation requests by Councillors on any of the agenda items below.

	C/26/018.1
	Cllr Mr Huntley stated that he had a disclosable pecuniary interest in item 8 (Flooding & Coastal Erosion) as he has a beneficial interest in that part of Pagham which is within the area of a serious risk of flooding arising from changing tidal patterns and erosion of the foreshore (the Area) and any decision take might relate to action to be taken regarding measures taken to protect the Area and requested that it be recorded in the Minutes that they will be taking part in the debate and voting on the item as authorised by the Dispensation granted by Pagham Parish Council at their meeting on 31st July 2012 (minute 61.12c). Mr Huntley was also a trustee of the Pagham Flood Defence Trust.
Cllr Mr Atkins stated that he had an interest in agenda item 8 (Coastal Erosion) as Chairman of the Pagham Flood Defence Trust. 
It was noted that a payment to be authorised at item 10.3 was to be made to Pagham Flood Defence Trust.

	
	

	C/26/019
	Public Session Questions and comments from Members of the Public Present 

	C/26/019.1
	No members of the public were present.

	
	

	C/26/020
	To receive and approve the minutes of the Council meetings held 12th May 2026 (previously issued)

	C/26/020.1
	It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes.  The Chairman was asked to sign the minutes accordingly

	
	

	C/26/021
	Matters arising from the Minutes

	C/26/021.1
	None.

	
	

	C/26/022
	Local Government Review – to consider a response to the consultation on modified proposals for local government reorganisation in West Sussex

	C/26/022.1
	Members considered the report submitted by the Clerk and discussed the advantages and disadvantages for Pagham of the government’s modifications to LGR proposals, whereby Arun district would join with Adur & Worthing, whilst Chichester district would join an inland unitary authority with Mid Sussex, Crawley and Horsham districts.  Members felt that Pagham’s ties were much stronger with Chichester in respect of 
· Infrastructure - roads and access to services such as adult social care and education are focussed on Chichester.  Our residents use St Richards hospital, many children attend schools in Chichester district and many residents commute to work to and through Chichester district.  Placing Pagham in the Coastal unitary could lead to disruption to services for residents
· Economy – tourism and horticulture form the basis of our local economy, which has more similarity to Chichester district (in particular the Manhood Peninsula) than Arun/Adur & Worthing
· Geography - members understood that there would obviously be a coastal focus in the Coastal authority, but the issues for the coast for Arun and Worthing were very different to those involved in managing a SSSI harbour. Pagham Harbour was currently located across two districts, but the plans originally proposed would have seen it administered under the same unitary authority.  This would have been of great benefit to the harbour in terms of consistency of approach in management.
· Community identity – historically, Pagham has fallen within the Chichester district.  It was moved to the Chichester parliamentary constituency in July 2023.

Members believed that the interests of Pagham residents were best served by being located in the Chichester district and believed that the government should undertake a boundary review to move Pagham as part of the LGR process if the modified proposal were to be implemented

 It was RESOLVED to ask the Clerk to submit comments in these terms in response to the consultation.
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	C/26/023
	Receive Reports: 

	C/26/023.1
	Chairman’s Report:
The response to Jess Brown-Fuller MP’s Q&A session had been positive and the Chairman had been encouraged by the turnout for the event. He congratulated Cllr Mrs Behr on the flowerpot planters installed at Mill Farm, and felt they were an attractive addition to the village.  Following on from the previous agenda item, he felt that the biggest issue currently facing the Council was the outcome of the LGR consultation due in July 2026.


	
	Clerk’s Report –  
The Clerk confirmed that, following the most recent Highways and Amenities Committee and subsequent discussions with County Councillor Trevor Bence, an application for a Traffic Regulation Order was being submitted in relation to the request for a speed review on Lower Bognor Road.

	C/26/024
	District Councillors’ Report –
No new issues had arisen since the last report from Cllr Mr Huntley at the Annual Parish Assembly.


	C/26/024.1
	County Councillor’s Report –
Not in attendance.



	C/26/024.2
	Outside bodies reports –
PVHT – no issues to raise.  
Police liaison – Cllr Mr Manion had attended a cyber fraud prevention presentation and was hoping to arrange for circulation of the slides.  This area of crime was growing, in particular with romance fraud being on the rise.

	
	

	C/26/025
	Flooding & Coastal Erosion – Consider any matters arising 

	C/26/025.1
	Pagham Flood Defence Trust was hosting 3 professors who had considerable knowledge of the history of the issues with the spit at a meeting this week, to look at the potential next steps for the beach.  


	
	

	C/26/026
	Committee Minutes & reports – to note the meeting notes/minutes & action any recommendations

	C/26/026.1
	Planning Committee meetings held on 12th May 2026 and 26th May 2026. The minutes were duly noted.

	C/26/026.2
	Highways & Amenities Committee – meeting held on 26th May 2025.  The minutes were duly noted.  

	C/26/026.3
	Finance Committee meeting – no meeting held since the last Full Council meeting.


	
	

	C/26/027
	Finance

	C/26/027.1
	Receive accounts for the period ending 31st May 2026 (previously issued) 
  It was RESOLVED to receive and approve the accounts.


	C/26/027.2
	Reconciliations for period ending 31st May 2026 – Cllr Ms Palmer would review the reconciliation outside of the meeting.


	C/26/027.3
	Orders for Payment were presented to the meeting.  It was RESOLVED to approve payments of £4202.10 (£29.54 of VAT).

	
	

	C/26/028
	Governance

	C/26/028.1
	GDPR training and support – the Clerk had circulated a report outlining options for the Council to consider to ensure compliance with the requirements for GDPR training and support for Councillors and staff.  This would allow the Council to be confident that the required standards were being met and documented going forwards, to assist with confirmation for Assertion 10 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR).  It was RESOLVED to sign up to the package offered by Breakthrough Communications.

	
	

	
	Date of Next Meeting

	
	15th July 2026

	
	

	
	The meeting closed at 9.25pm



Signed:   ……………………….
Chairman

Date:  …………………………..



