


Pagham Parish Council
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 22nd July 2025 at 7.45pm held in The Small Hall, Pagham Village Hall.


Present:  
Councillors 	Mrs J Behr, Mr J Carr, Mr P Cooper, Mrs D Hall, Ms P Hilton, Mr D Huntley, Mr I Manion & Mrs D Salter 


In Attendance:  Mrs Nicola Swann (Clerk & RFO)
		  
	C/25/028
	Apologies from Members 

	C/25/028.1
	Cllr Mr P Atkins & Cllr Mrs J Hamilton.  It was agreed that Cllr Mr Huntley would chair the meeting in Mr Atkins absence.

	
	

	C/25/029
	To receive declarations of interest and dispensation requests by Councillors on any of the agenda items below.

	C/25/029.1
	Cllr Mr Huntley stated that he had a disclosable pecuniary interest in item 7 (Flooding & Coastal Erosion) as he has a beneficial interest in that part of Pagham which is within the area of a serious risk of flooding arising from changing tidal patterns and erosion of the foreshore (the Area) and any decision take might relate to action to be taken regarding measures taken to protect the Area and requested that it be recorded in the Minutes that they will be taking part in the debate and voting on the item as authorised by the Dispensation granted by Pagham Parish Council at their meeting on 31st July 2012 (minute 61.12c). Mr Huntley was also a trustee of the Pagham Flood Defence Trust.

	
	

	C/25/030
	Public Session Questions and comments from Members of the Public Present 

	C/25/030.1
	One member of the public was present.

	
	

	C/25/031
	To receive and approve the minutes of the Council meetings held 10th June 2025 (previously issued)

	C/25/031.1
	It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes.  The Chairman was asked to sign the minutes accordingly

	
	

	C/25/032
	Matters arising from the Minutes

	C/25/032.1
	None.

	
	

	C/25/033
	Receive Reports: 

	C/25/033.1
	Chairman’s Report:
The Chairman had given his apologies.


	C/25/033.2
	Clerk’s Report –  
Offer from MP to hold a community meeting – it was agreed the Clerk contact Ms Brown-Fuller’s office to progress a meeting.

Local Government Reorganisation  - stakeholder engagement and evaluation process.  The Clerk had circulated details of the Shaping West Sussex engagement exercise which was looking for feedback on the proposed unitary authority models which were being considered for West Sussex.  Members were encouraged to complete the survey in their capacity as residents, and the Council would consider a response at an Extraordinary meeting on 12th August 2025.
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	District Councillors’ Report –
Much of the District Council’s focus had been on local government reorganisation and there had been a lot of information shared to Councillors which Mr Huntley would share with Council.  He also reported that the Bersted strategic site had been approved despite the low social housing provision.  It would be some time before work commenced as there were pre-commencement conditions to fulfil.


	C/25/033.4
	County Councillor’s Report –
Cllr Mrs Hall reported that July and August were traditionally quieter, but that work was continuing on local government reorganisation.  Locally, a request from a resident to extend the double yellow lines at Downlands Close had been refused for a second time.  Tree officers were visiting the area to inspect recently planted trees and to arrange replacements where trees were dead.  Ther had been some re-staking of trees on Sea Way.  There was an issue with grass cutting contractors strimming too close to the trunks of young trees.  The contractors had also cut the daffodils in recent years which had meant there had been less of a display.  Mrs Hal said she would like to see the display return to its former size.  


	C/25/033.5
	Outside bodies reports –
Police liaison ( Cllr Ian Manion) – Op Crackdown was now being run by Arun District Council not Sussex Police.  
Grove House Patient Group – the surgery has been asked to re-look at plans to extend Grove House to accommodate additional patients in the area, given the proposed new medical centre at Bersted will not be commenced for some time.  Grove House has recruited more paramedics and is becoming a training centre.
Pagham Village Hall Trust – the Booking Clerk/caretaker was unwell and had stepped back from duties.  His position was being covered by trustees and volunteers.
  

	
	

	C/25/034
	Flooding & Coastal Erosion – Consider any matters arising 

	C/25/034.1
	There were no problems at the beach with shingle continuing to accumulate.  The issue remained with the training wall at the harbour entrance, which was in need of repair.  The Coastal Issues Group would continue to press for this with the EA.
Cllr Mr Cooper raised the matter of the condition of the breakwater in front of the yacht club.  It was dangerous to swimmers.  Members noted this had been discussed previously and reported to ADC, who had inspected the area and agreed to improve signage warning of the danger.  The improvements did not appear to have been carried out, and Cllr Ms Hilton agreed to ask at ADC why this had not taken place.

	
	

	C/25/035
	Committee Minutes & reports – to note the meeting notes/minutes & action any recommendations

	C/25/035.1
	Planning Committee meetings held on 8th July 2025. The minutes were duly noted.
 

	C/25/035.2
	Highways & Amenities Committee – no meetings held since the last Full Council meeting.


	C/25/035.3
	Finance Committee meeting held on 24th June 2025. 
The minutes were duly noted.  The recommendations would be considered during the following agenda item.

	
	

	C/25/036
	Finance

	C/25/036.1
	Receive accounts for the period ending 30th June 2025 (previously issued) 
  It was RESOLVED to receive and approve the accounts.


	C/25/036.2
	Orders for Payment were presented to the meeting.  It was RESOLVED to approve payments of £5438.15 (£321.00 of VAT).


	C/25/036.3
	Recommendations of Finance Committee meeting held 24th June 2025 – to adopt the following for 2025/26

	
	Risk Assessment Register 2025/26

	
	Audit review plan 2025/26

	
	Review of effectiveness of internal audit May 2025

	
	It was RESOLVED to adopt the documents as circulated

	
	

	C/25/037
	Duck Pond at Lake View

	C/25/037.1
	A verbal update from Cllr Mrs Behr.  Mrs Behr reported that she was expecting Persimmon Homes to award a contract for the repairs to the duck pond to be awarded in the next week.  Once the pond was in a suitable condition, it was possible for the Council to consider terms on which it might acquire ownership of the pond.

	
	

	C/25/038
	Governance

	C/25/038.1
	No matters arising.

	
	

	
	Date of Next Meeting

	
	23rd September 2025

	
	The meeting closed at 9.00pm

	
	



Signed:   ……………………….
Chairman

Date:  …………………………..



