


Pagham Parish Council
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 23rd September 2025 at 7.45pm held in The Small Hall, Pagham Village Hall.


Present:  
Councillors 	Mr P Atkins, Mrs J Behr, Mr J Carr, Mr P Cooper, , Mr D Huntley & Mr I Manion 


In Attendance:  Mrs Nicola Swann (Clerk & RFO)
		  
	C/25/045
	Apologies from Members 

	C/25/045.1
	Cllrs Mrs D Hall, Mrs J Hamilton, Ms P Hilton gave her apologies.  

	
	

	C/25/046
	To receive declarations of interest and dispensation requests by Councillors on any of the agenda items below.

	C/25/046.1
	Cllr Mr Huntley stated that he had a disclosable pecuniary interest in item 8 (Flooding & Coastal Erosion) as he has a beneficial interest in that part of Pagham which is within the area of a serious risk of flooding arising from changing tidal patterns and erosion of the foreshore (the Area) and any decision take might relate to action to be taken regarding measures taken to protect the Area and requested that it be recorded in the Minutes that they will be taking part in the debate and voting on the item as authorised by the Dispensation granted by Pagham Parish Council at their meeting on 31st July 2012 (minute 61.12c). Mr Huntley was also a trustee of the Pagham Flood Defence Trust.  Cllr Mr Atkins also declared an interest in item 8 as Chairman of Pagham Flood Defence Trust.

	
	

	C/25/047
	Public Session Questions and comments from Members of the Public Present 

	C/25/047.1
	One member of the public was present.

	
	

	C/25/048
	To receive and approve the minutes of the Council meetings held 22nd July 2025 & 11th August 2025 (previously issued)

	C/25/048.1
	It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes.  The Chairman was asked to sign the minutes accordingly

	
	

	C/25/049
	Matters arising from the Minutes

	C/25/049.1
	None.

	
	

	C/25/050
	Council Vacancies

	C/25/050.1
	To consider Co-Option of new Parish Councillors to fill 2 vacancies on the Parish Council.  It was RESOLVED to Co-Opt Marc Howard as a Parish Councillor for the remainder of the civic term.  Cllr Mr Howard was invited to sign a Declaration of Acceptance of Office and was welcomed to the Council by the Chairman.

	
	

	C/25/051
	Receive Reports: 

	
	Chairman’s Report:
The Chairman was pleased to be back following his operation.  He reported that he was hoping to secure 2 Xmas trees for the village at a reduced cost to previous years.  


	C/25/051.2
	Clerk’s Report – 
A request had been received from an organiser of the Pagham Matters Facebook page asking whether the Parish Council would like to be involved with a community Christmas lights competition, either by arranging a prize or advertising.  The Clerk sought members’ views.  IT WAS AGREED that the Council wished the organisers well and suggested they contact Pagham Pram Race to consider working with them.  Members did not feel it would be appropriate for the Council to offer a prize, but it would be prepared to advertise the event.


Ownership of Woodfield Close car park – the Clerk had looked at HM Land Registry records for Woodfield Close.  The registered owner is shown as Arun District Council.  The Clerk has queried this with Arun District Council as the Parish’s documentation indicates it should be the owner.  
.
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	District Councillors’ Report –
Arun District Council would be considering the business case and options for Local Government Review.  ADC’s selection of model would be sent to central government by 26th September.  Cllr Mr Huntley stated that currently there was 1 district councillor for 1,500 people in Arun, whereas under the new proposals there would be one councillor for 5,000 residents.  This was a big concern.

	C/25/051.4
	County Councillor’s Report –
Cllr Mrs Hall had sent her apologies and there was no report.

	C/25/051.5
	Outside bodies reports –
Police liaison ( Cllr Ian Manion/Clerk) –. There was about to be a crackdown on e-scooters being ridden illegally, which had already started in Chichester.  Two scooters had already been confiscated there.  The Clerk also reported that the Community Warden role at ADC had been made redundant and new Community Protection Officers were due to be introduced in September.  Details on their responsibilities were awaited.
Pagham Village Hall Trust – (Councillor Trustees) .  Nothing to report.

	
	

	C/25/052
	Flooding & Coastal Erosion – Consider any matters arising 

	C/25/052.1
	Clerk’s Report –  Following on from minute C/25/034.1The Clerk reported that signs had been ordered for the concrete pad at the beach warning of a steep drop.  Cllr Mr Cooper had agreed to affix them to the scaffold poles to warn visitors to the beach that there may be a drop depending on shingle levels.  ADC were continuing to monitor the shingle situation.  They had also moved a sign advising of hidden obstacles in the water (groynes) to be at eye level to help warn swimmers of the danger.
The Clerk had obtained the EA’s report into Pagham Harbour.  The Chairman reported that the next meeting of Pagham Coastal Issues Advisory Group (PCIAG) would be in November.  
Cllr Mr Cooper wished to raise the issue of broken lines and baited hooks left on the beach following a fishing competition held on Saturday evening.  The Clerk would report this to the foreshores department.


	
	

	C/25/053
	Committee Minutes & reports – to note the meeting notes/minutes & action any recommendations

	C/25/053.1
	Planning Committee meetings held on 22nd July 2025, 12th August 2025, 9th September 2025. The minutes were duly noted.
 

	C/25/053.2
	Highways & Amenities Committee –meeting held on 26th August 2025.
The minutes were duly noted

	C/25/053.3
	Finance Committee meeting – no meetings held since the date of the last Full Council meeting.

	
	

	C/25/054
	Finance

	C/25/054.1
	Receive accounts for the period ending 31st July 2025 & 31st August 2025 (previously issued) 
  It was RESOLVED to receive and approve the accounts.


	C/25/054.2
	Orders for Payment were presented to the meeting.  It was RESOLVED to approve payments of £5318.40 (£44.09 of VAT).


	C/25/054.3
	Insurance – to consider quotes for insurance for 2025/26

	
	The Clerk has obtained two quotes for insurance for the year 2025/26.  The Council had previously agreed a three year deal, however Clear Insurance Group took the decision to change their insurer and therefore a new quote has been provided.  The Clerk then also obtained a quote from Zurich Insurance as a comparator.  Insurance values were reviewed for Council assets and cover levels.  The Clerk recommends the Council proceed with the Clear Insurance Group proposal as it is considerably cheaper for very similar cover.  This is a 3 year deal price.
It was RESOLVED to proceed with the Clear Group offering. 


	
	

	C/25/054.4
	Completion of External Audit 2024/25:

	
	The Clerk confirmed the successful completion of the audit for 2024/25.  The External Auditor had made two comments, as follows:
We note that the figure entered in the 'Breakdown of Reserves Held' pro forma for 'Box 7 per the annual return' has been noted down as the figure per Box 1 of Section 2. Please could you ensure when completing this pro-forma that the balance for this box relates to Box 7 of Section 2, for the current year.
• We note that within the 'Breakdown of Reserves Held' pro forma that there is a reserve noted as 'Prudent reserve'. Without any specific indication of why these funds are held it would appear that they are general funds held to cover day-to-day operations of the council and therefore should be included within general reserves rather than earmarked reserves.
These comments will be noted for the following year’s audit. 

	
	

	C/25/055
	Governance

	C/25/055.1
	Adoption of a Lone Working Policy for Pagham Parish Council.  A report had been circulated to members including a draft policy.  It was RESOLVED to adopt the Policy as presented.

	C/25/055.2
	New AGAR Assertion 10 – A report had been circulated regarding the new Assertion 10 outlining the work the Council needed to undertake to be compliant.  It was RESOLVED to note the report and request the Clerk to further investigate and make recommendations to the Finance Committee regarding steps the Council needs to take to be in a position to give a positive response to the 2025/26 AGAR in respect of Assertion 10.

	C/25/056.3
	Revisions to the Council’s Benches Policy – A report had been circulated regarding revisions to the Council’s Benches Policy.  It was RESOLVED to adopt the revised policy as presented.

	
	

	
	Date of Next Meeting

	
	25th November 2025

	
	The meeting closed at 9.00pm

	
	



Signed:   ……………………….
Chairman

Date:  …………………………..



