Pagham Parish Council                
Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 8th October 2024 at 7.15pm held at Pagham Village Hall Pagham Road Pagham PO21 4NJ

Present:   Mr P Atkins, Mrs J Behr, Mr P Cooper, Mrs D Hall (Chairman), Mrs J Hamilton, Ms P Hilton, Mr I Manion, Mr D Huntley & Mrs D Salter
.

In Attendance: Mrs Nicola Swann (Clerk & RFO)
		
				
	P/24/67
	Apologies from Members

	P/24/67.1
	Cllr Mr J Carr

	
	

	P/24/68
	To receive declarations of interest by Councillors on any of the agenda items below. 

	P/24/68.1
		Cllrs Mr Huntley & Mrs Hamilton, in their capacity as Arun District Councillors, gave the following declaration “I will be considering the matter before me, having regard only to such information as placed before the Parish Council. If I come to consider the matter again at the District Council further information will be available and I will consider all the information available at that time and I may come to a different decision”. 
Cllr Mr Manion declared that he also employed the agent used by the developer whose application was being considered at agenda item 7.  This was not a pecuniary interest. 




	
	

	P/24/69
	Public Session Questions and comments from Members of the Public Present 

	P/24/69.1
	No members of the public were present.


	
	

	P/24/70
	To receive and approve the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 24th September 2024 (previously issued)

	P/24/70.1
	It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the Minutes, and the Chairman was authorised to sign them as an accurate record of that meeting.  

	
	

	P/24/71
	Matters arising from the Minutes

	P/24/71.1
	None.

	
	

	P/24/72
	Planning Applications
To consider responses to Planning Applications which have been submitted to Arun District Council and to delegate to the Parish Clerk to respond to each application in accordance with the Parish Council’s resolution;

	[bookmark: _Hlk179368150]P/24/72.1
	P/91/24/T – 111 Harbour View Road Pagham PO21 4RJ.  1 No Lime (T1) repollard to previous points – RESOLVED:  NO OBJECTION



	
	

	P/24/73
	P/178/21/OUT - consultation by Bargate Homes prior to submission of reserved matters applications for 96 homes.

	[bookmark: _Hlk130981001][bookmark: _Hlk56592804][bookmark: _Hlk42059846][bookmark: _Hlk129765846][bookmark: _Hlk179367337]P/24/73.1
	The Clerk had circulated details of a website Bargate Pagham – Planning Consultation where details of proposals for inclusion in a reserved matters application were available to view.  The developer had asked for feedback on proposals.  It was RESOLVED to make the following comments:
Key Concerns:
Design:  members would prefer not to see too much red brick – this should be softened with other finishes.  Timber cladding should be used sparingly, and should be actual timber not pvc.  Members were pleased to see the inclusion of flintwork proposals as this is reflective of the traditional character of the area.
Climate change:  members would like to see solar panels included on all dwelliongs, and encourage the inclusion of grey water systems to reduce water waste.  Pourous material should be used on driveways.
Landscaping:  members would encourage the planting of more trees to increase screening of the development from existing housing, and as an environmental enhancement.
Facilities:  members were concerned at the location of the play area next to the estate exit and Pagham Road.  Unless the play area is adequately fenced this could pose a danger for children using the area.  As there are several new developments in the area, it would be better to complement rather than replicate other play facilities.  Could a scoot park type facility be considered?
Housing mix and layout:  Members were concerned by the height of the buildings on the Mill Farm side of the development.  This is a mobile home park and structures such as a coach house shown on the plan could be overbearing.  Council would prefer to see bungalows in this location, and for all development to be no higher than two storey.  There was concern that there were no frontages to houses along the northern side of the development and that front doors would open straight onto the pavement.  
Infrastructure:  no perimeter path is shown on the plan, which was shown on the previous indicative master plan.  Members encourage the developer to reinstate this.  There were concerns over the location of the Pumping Station directly backing onto properties at Mill Farm estate – what are the noise implications?  Members note that the developer is placing reliance on delivery of a footpath and crossing by the developer of the Hook Lane site.  It is key that this is delivered before this site can be occupied.
Parking: Members would like to see off road parking for all vehicles, including visitor spaces.  


	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk179367787]P/24/74
	Applications in neighbouring parishes – to consider a response to Chichester District Council regarding application 24/01859/FUL. Construction of a renewable energy project comprising solar photovoltaic (PV) panels and associated works including inverters, transformers, substation and on-site collecting cable, access tracks, security fencing and gates, CCTV cameras and poles, landscaping, and temporary construction compounds. | Land Adjacent To Lime Kiln Barn Runcton Lane Runcton Chichester West Sussex PO20 1XJ 

	P/24/74.1
	The Clerk had circulated copies of the comments of North Mundham Parish Council and their planning consultant’s report.  It was RESOLVED:  to endorse the comments made by North Mundham Parish Council and to OBJECT to the development proposals.
Key Concerns:
Traffic and Access:  Members were concerned by the lack of certainty of the number of vehicles and access routes to the site during the construction phase of the development and the potential impact this could have on users of Pagham Road.  The lack of detail around upgrades and decommissioning lead to similar concerns.
Ecology:  The Council believes greater weight should be given to the Wildlife Corridor in the emerging Chichester Local Plan than that afforded by the applicant.  The Local Plan is at examination stage at the time of writing and it should therefore be given more than minimal consideration.
Loss of Best & Most Versatile Agricultural Land: The Council also believes that the loss of best and most versatile land is a major concern.  Given the need for food security, taking a site of this size out of active food production is not appropriate.  This should be regarded as a significant harm.  Whilst the site may be described as temporary, the tonnage lost as a result of 40 years of operation is very significant. 
Visual Impact:  Members believe the harm caused by the visual impact of the site will not be minimal.  Pagham relies heavily on tourism to support the local economy and the Parish Council believes the siting of a very large solar farm will be detrimental to the traditional rural vista enjoyed by visitors to the area, and consequently to the impression of Pagham/Runcton.  It will also be unsightly for residents who currently also enjoy the traditional rural views.  The farm is too big for the area where development is proposed.
Consultation:  Finally, as a Parish Council neighbouring the proposed development site, we were surprised and disappointed not to have been approached by the developer regarding the plans.  The development will have an impact on our residents and visitors and we should have been included in the community engagement process.


	
	

	P/24/75
	To note any decisions confirmed by Arun District Council

	P/24/75.1
	P/77/24/PL – Little Paddocks Sefter Road Pagham PO21 3EE – Demolition of existing buildings and erection of 7no dwellings with associated landscaping and works.  This application is in CIL Zone 4 and is CIL liable as new dwellings.  REFUSE
P/79/24/s73 – 117 West Front Road Pagham PO21 4TB – Variation of condition 2 imposed under P/17/24/HH.  PERMIT
P/66/24/HH – The Old Boathouse, 68A East Front Road Pagham PO21 4ST.  Single storey front extension, increase roof ridge height and alteration to fenestration. PERMIT
P/9/24/PL – Land East of Commonmead Barn Pagham Road Pagham PO21 3PY.  Construction of 3No two storey dwellings along with associated car and cycle parking.  APPEALED

	
	

	P/24/76
	Enforcement & Arun District Council Planning Committee

	P/24/76.1
	None

	
	

	P/24/77
	Discharge of conditions applications to receive details of discharge of conditions applications under consideration for strategic or larger sites which may be of interest to the Committee

	P/24/77.1
	None

	
	

	
	

	
	Date of next meeting

	
	22nd October 2024

	
	





Signed:   ……………………….    Chairman                              Date:  …………………………..


