


Pagham Parish Council
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 25th November 2025 at 7.45pm held in The Small Hall, Pagham Village Hall.


Present:  
Councillors 	Mr P Atkins, Mrs J Behr, Mr J Carr, Mr P Cooper, Mrs D Hall, Ms P Hilton , Mr M Howard, Mr D Huntley, Mr I Manion & Mrs D Salter


In Attendance:  Mrs Nicola Swann (Clerk & RFO)
		  
	C/25/056
	Apologies from Members 

	C/25/056.1
	None

	
	

	C/25/047
	To receive declarations of interest and dispensation requests by Councillors on any of the agenda items below.

	C/25/047.1
	Cllr Mr Huntley stated that he had a disclosable pecuniary interest in item 8 (Flooding & Coastal Erosion) as he has a beneficial interest in that part of Pagham which is within the area of a serious risk of flooding arising from changing tidal patterns and erosion of the foreshore (the Area) and any decision take might relate to action to be taken regarding measures taken to protect the Area and requested that it be recorded in the Minutes that they will be taking part in the debate and voting on the item as authorised by the Dispensation granted by Pagham Parish Council at their meeting on 31st July 2012 (minute 61.12c). Mr Huntley was also a trustee of the Pagham Flood Defence Trust.  Cllr Mr Atkins also declared an interest in item 8 as Chairman of Pagham Flood Defence Trust, and an interest in a payment to be authorised at agenda item 9.2.

	
	

	C/25/048
	Public Session Questions and comments from Members of the Public Present 

	C/25/048.1
	No members of the public were present.

	
	

	C/25/049
	To receive and approve the minutes of the Council meetings held 23rd September 2025 (previously issued)

	C/25/049.1
	It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes.  The Chairman was asked to sign the minutes accordingly

	
	

	C/25/050
	Matters arising from the Minutes

	C/25/050.1
	None.

	
	

	C/25/051
	Receive Reports: 

	C/25/051.1
	Chairman’s Report:
Xmas trees would be arriving on 2nd December.  This year lower fencing would be used around the trees.  This had been hired locally.  There was a possibility Pagham Road could still be closed whilst the gas governor was repaired following a car crash.
A meeting had taken place between a representative of Vistry, the Chairman, the Clerk, Cllr Mr Howard and an ADC planning officer regarding the remedial work proposed for the public open space at Summer Lane.  Work would take place before the spring as originally proposed and was due to start in December.

.  


	C/25/051.2
	Clerk’s Report – 
6.2.1 – Meeting dates for 2026/27 – these had been circulated.
6.2.2 – Update on delivery of allotments as part of P/140/16/OUT.  The Clerk updated members following a meeting between Cllrs Mr Atkins, Mr Huntley, the Clerk and Foreman Homes (site developers).  Arun District Council had been asked to look at whether it would be possible to convert the land designated as community orchard to additional allotments, given the decrease in overall allotment provision at reserved matters stage.  Whilst this was technically possible, ADC had warned that additional parking would need to be provided along with a design that ensured residents views of the open space beyond were not obscured (Cllr Mr Huntley was challenging this as District Council ward member).  In case the Council needed to take on the smaller space, some amendments to the layout had been requested and clarification sought on the extent of the land and the process by which it would transfer to the Parish Council.  A final design was awaited.
6.2.3 – Local Government Reorganisation – central government consultation on the options for local government reorganisation had opened.  The Clerk suggested that she respond to the consultation using the Council’s previous comments in response to the West Sussex consultation.  This was agreed by Councillors.
6.2.4 – Facebook page.  The Clerk updated members on the incident the previous day which had required the Village Hall to be used as an evacuation centre after a gas leak caused by a car crashing into a gas governor on Pagham Road.  This was a good example of where the Council could have communicated to residents regarding the situation with the road closure and the use of the hall as a rest centre for those affected.  It was suggested that members consider setting up a Facebook page for the Council which would have limited comment facility but could be used to share important information with residents.  It was agreed to set up a Facebook page.
.

	[bookmark: _Hlk42059846]C/25/051.3
	District Councillors’ Report –
No issues to report.


	C/25/051.4
	County Councillor’s Report –
The Clerk had circulated all relevant updates to members and there was nothing other to report.  Cllr Mrs Hall had an opportunity to meet with Highways officers and asked whether there were any particular issues that should be raised.  The issue of street lights which had not been connected at the Bellway Hook Lane development and moving the 30mph zone on Pagham Road near the exit of the new estate were on the agenda.  Cllr Mrs Salter asked that Mrs Hall raise the issue of road improvements funded by s106 contributions – what was planned and when would this be delivered?  She also asked Cllr Mrs Hall to speak to the education department to ensure plans for the new school were being taken forward.


	C/25/051.5
	Outside bodies reports –
Police liaison (Cllr Ian Manion/Clerk) –..no updates.

Pagham Village Hall Trust – (Councillor Trustees) .- Cllr Mr Huntley reported the sad death of Terry Reed, who had been caretaker and bookings clerk for the hall for many years.  
.

	
	

	C/25/052
	Flooding & Coastal Erosion – Consider any matters arising 

	C/25/052.1
	Cllr Mr Atkins reported that the Coastal Issues Group would hold its next meeting in January to debate a report from consultants which predicted the future for the beach.  The report suggested there was little danger over the next 5 years, due to natural offshore developments.  He reported there was no longer an employed coastal engineer at Arun District Council.  Cllr Mr Huntley advised that ADC would be accessing advice through Coastal Partnerships.  

	
	

	C/25/053
	Committee Minutes & reports – to note the meeting notes/minutes & action any recommendations

	C/25/053.1
	Planning Committee meetings held on 23rd September 2025, 14th October 2025, 28th October 2025 & 11th November 2025. The minutes were duly noted.
 

	C/25/053.2
	Highways & Amenities Committee –meeting held on 11th November 2025.
The minutes were duly noted

	C/25/053.3
	Finance Committee meeting – meeting held on 28th November 2025.

	
	

	C/25/054
	Finance

	C/25/054.1
	Receive accounts for the period ending 30th September 2025 & 31st October 2025 (previously issued) 
  It was RESOLVED to receive and approve the accounts.


	C/25/054.2
	Orders for Payment were presented to the meeting.  It was RESOLVED to approve payments of £1292.30 (£207.26 of VAT).


	C/25/054.3
	Additional Discretionary Grant applications

	
	An additional discretionary grant application had been received from the Pagham Lunch Club following on from an appeal for fresh applications.  It was RESOLVED that a payment of £400 be made.

	
	

	C/25/055
	Governance

	C/25/055.1
	Adoption of an IT Policy for Pagham Parish Council.  Following a recommendation from the Finance Committee, it was RESOLVED to adopt the Policy as presented.

	
	

	
	Date of Next Meeting

	
	27th January 2026

	
	The meeting closed at 9.00pm

	
	



Signed:   ……………………….
Chairman

Date:  …………………………..



