


Pagham Parish Council                
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 24th January 2023 at 7.45pm held in The Small Hall, Pagham Village Hall.


Present:  
Councillors 	Mr P Atkins (Chairman), Mrs Behr, Mr Carr, Mrs Hall, Mrs Hilton & Mrs D Salter 


In Attendance:  Mrs Nicola Swann (Clerk & RFO)
		  
	C/22/053
	Apologies from Members 

	C/22/053.1
	Cllr Mrs Spencer gave her apologies due to ongoing medical treatment.  It was RESOLVED to accept her reason for absence.
Cllrs Mr Huntley & Mrs Hamilton also gave their apologies.

	
	

	C/22/054
	To receive declarations of interest and dispensation requests by Councillors on any of the agenda items below.

	C/22/054.1
	Cllr Mr Atkins stated that he had an interest in agenda item 7 (Coastal Erosion) as Chairman of the Pagham Flood Defence Trust. 

	
	

	C/22/055
	Public Session Questions and comments from Members of the Public Present 

	C/22/055.1
	Two members of the public were present.

	
	

	C/22/056
	To receive and approve the minutes of the Council meeting held 22nd November 2022 (previously issued)

	C/22/056.1
	It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes.  The Chairman was asked to sign the minutes accordingly

	
	

	C/22/057
	Co Option of New Councillors

	C/22/057.1
	The expected candidate had been unable to attend and this item was deferred to a future meeting.

	
	

	C/22/058
	Receive Reports: 

	C/22/058.1
	[bookmark: _Hlk64449576]Chairman’s Report – the Chairman reported that the two Xmas trees provided for the village had been well received again this year.  The lights of one of the trees had suffered from intermittent fault due to damp penetrating the joints between strings.  The trees had been removed for composting.  It was hoped that the cost of the trees could be reduced in future years by approaching growers directly.
Cllr Mr Atkins had attended a drop in session held by Southern Water regarding works to be undertaken to Pagham Waste Water Treatment Works which were due to commence in February 2023.  He had been advised that there might be some scope for a donation towards community facilities as a result and it was agreed that the Clerk would ask if it were possible for the costs of one or two benches to be covered.
Mr Atkins acknowledged there had been serious flooding issues affecting the parish following exceptional rainfall in recent weeks.  There had been 11 accidents in November/December in the flooded area on Pagham Road which had led to its eventual closure and management with traffic lights.  Eventually, Barfoots had dug a channel which allowed the water coming off the field on one side of the road to drain to the rife on the other side.  



	C/22/058.2
	Clerk’s Report –  
None


	C/22/058.3
	District Council report –  
None.



	C/22/058.4
	County Council Report –
Cllr Mrs Hall reported on the situation with Pagham Road and the damage caused by the flood water.  WSCC Highways had been in communication with Mrs Hall over the matter.  The situation had affected not just Pagham but Rose Green and Aldwick residents too.  Traffic management had been contracted out to Balfour Beatty and they had not been providing an efficient service in terms of managing the morning and evening queue through the lights.  Complaints had been made and the issue escalated.  A meeting had taken place between WSCC Highways and ADC officers, with a view to engaging with landowners to solve the issues which had led to the flooding and road closure/traffic lights.  It would not be possible to assess the damage and open the road until the water had receded.  This applied to Lower Bognor Road and Pagham Road.


	C/22/058.5
	Outside bodies reports – 
Pagham Village Hall Trust –  Philip Coleman had stepped down as Chairman and Cllr John Carr, one of the trustees appointed by the Parish Council, had assumed the role on a temporary basis.  

Pagham & Aldwick Advisory Group –  the meeting held on13th December 2022 had been reported on to the Planning Committee previously.

Joint Advisory Group – Cllr Mrs Behr had attended.  She was not convinced of the benefits of the group, and felt little action had taken place as a result of the meetings.  

Police liaison – following the resignation of Cllr Ian Manion, a new representative was required.


	
	

	C/22/059
	Flooding & Coastal Erosion – Consider any matters arising 

	C/22/059.1
	The Chairman had nothing to report beyond his Chairman’s Report comments on surface water flooding.  A study day was planning in relation to the growth of the spit at Church Norton.  Despite the growth the channel was still open.

	
	

	C/22/060
	Committee Minutes & reports – to note the meeting notes/minutes & action any recommendations, and to ratify any decisions taken by any Advisory Groups pursuant to the Scheme of Delegation dated 4th May 2021.

	C/22/060.1
	Planning Committee meeting held on 6th December 2022 & 10th January 2023. The minutes were duly noted.

	C/22/060.2
	Highways & Amenities Committee – no meetings held since the last Full Council meeting

	C/22/060.3
	Finance Committee meeting held on 6th December 2022.  The minutes were duly noted. The recommendations would be considered at agenda item 10.5

	[bookmark: _Hlk42059846]
	

	C/22/061
	Finance

	C/22/061.1
	Receive accounts for the period ending 30th November 2022 & 31st December 2022 (previously issued)
The accounts for the period ending 30th November 2022 & 31st December 2022 (previously circulated) were presented.  It was RESOLVED to receive and approve the accounts.

	C/22/061.2
	Orders for Payment were presented to the meeting.  It was RESOLVED to approve payments of £6127.44 (£536.01 of VAT).

	[bookmark: _Hlk115264468]C/22/061.3
	Approval of a change to the bank mandate removing a former Councillor
During a routine review of the bank mandate it was discovered that a former Councillor was still named on the bank mandate.  It was RESOLVED to remove the Councillor and the authorised signatories were asked to sign the mandate instructing the change.

	C/22/061.4
	Members allowances – update following a review of basic allowances at Arun District Council.  The Clerk had provided a report to members explaining that Arun District Council had reviewed member allowances following staff salary increases negotiated nationally.  As a result, it was open to the Council to consider following suit and increasing member allowances in line with the same percentage rate.  The increase would be effective from 1/4/22.   The retrospective allowance was unbudgeted, but for the three members who had already received their allowances would be £32.61 in total.  Going forward, the annual allowance would be £603 per member per annum.  It was RESOLVED to note the increase in basic allowance in line with Arun District Council allowances and to pay the retrospective allowance from reserves.

	C/22/061.5
	Budget 2023/24 and setting of the annual precept – members considered the recommendation of the Finance Committee meeting held on 6th December 2022.  It was noted that since the date of the Finance Committee meeting, the actual cost of the maintenance contract for Rialtas with RBS Ltd had been published (£175 up from £150) and the members allowance had increased per agenda item 10.4.  It was RESOLVED that, subject to adjusting for these amounts, the budget be approved.  As a result, it was FURTHER RESOLVED that the precept for 2023/24 for the Parish be set at £78,473.  This was an increase of 4% on the previous year.

	
	

	C/22/062
	Governance

	C/22/062.1
	Parish Council elections 2023/24 – the Clerk reminded Councillors of the forthcoming elections and the circulated timetable for submission of papers.  She also reminded members that to be able to consider the General Power of Competence, 2/3 of members would need to be elected rather than co-opted.

	C/22/062.2
	Retention of Documents policy – the Clerk had circulated a revised draft retention of documents policy, the previous one having been adopted in 2007.  There were no major changes, but the document reflected current working practices.  It was RESOLVED to adopt the policy.

	
	

	C/22/063
	Confidential Business

	
	It was RESOLVED In accordance with s2 Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, to exclude members of the public and press for consideration of the following item owing to the confidential nature of the business. The item contains information considered confidential by virtue of Paragraph 14 of Part 4 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the authority holding that information).

	
	

	C/22/064
	Bid for funding from UK Shared Prosperity Fund – update and next steps

	
	It was confirmed that the Council had been unsuccessful this round but had been encouraged to reapply if progress was made with the project.  The Clerk and Chairman were moving the project forward with a further bid in mind.

	
	

	
	Date of Next Meeting

	
	28th March 2023

	
	

	
	The meeting closed at 10.00pm



Signed:   ……………………….
Chairman

Date:  …………………………..



