


Pagham Parish Council
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 27th January 2026 at 7.45pm held in The Small Hall, Pagham Village Hall.


Present:  
Councillors 	Mr P Atkins, Mrs J Behr, , Mr P Cooper, Mrs D Hall, Mr M Howard,  Mr I Manion & Mrs D Salter


In Attendance:  Mrs Nicola Swann (Clerk & RFO)
		  
	C/25/066
	Apologies from Members 

	C/25/066.1
	Cllrs Mr J Carr, Ms P Hilton & Mr D Huntley

	
	

	C/25/067
	To receive declarations of interest and dispensation requests by Councillors on any of the agenda items below.

	C/25/067.1
	Cllr Mr Atkins declared an interest in item 7 as Chairman of Pagham Flood Defence Trust, and an interest in a payment to be authorised at agenda item 9.2.

	
	

	C/25/068
	Public Session Questions and comments from Members of the Public Present 

	C/25/068.1
	One members of the public were present.

	
	

	C/25/069
	To receive and approve the minutes of the Council meetings held 25th November 2025 (previously issued)

	C/25/069.1
	It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes.  The Chairman was asked to sign the minutes accordingly

	
	

	C/25/070
	Matters arising from the Minutes

	C/25/070.1
	None.

	
	

	C/25/071
	Receive Reports: 

	C/25/071.1
	Chairman’s Report:
The Chairman reminded members that there were 3 large new building sites about to start work in the Parish and that would inevitably lead to disruption.  
He thanked Marc for the repairs to the fences that he had undertaken at the Village Hall play area.
Reviewing the Community Christmas Trees for 2025, he noted that the Council had used lower crowd control barriers rather than heras fencing as in previous years.  Whilst the heras fencing had been borrowed from developers in the area, this year there had been a significant cost involved in hiring barriers and the Chairman felt we should purchase our own which could be stored in the container.  Cllr Mr Cooper suggested ebay as an option for good quality second hand barriers to reduce the cost further.
It was noted that the St Ninian’s Church building next door to the Village Hall was up for sale and that a member of the public had asked if the Council had considered purchasing it.  There were no plans to do so at the current time.




	C/25/071.2
	Clerk’s Report – 
6.2.1 – Request to hold a funfair July 2026.  Members considered a request from a local fair operator to hold a funfair on the Paddock.  Members agreed in principle to the fair subject to there being no conflicting event in the Village Hall.  It was suggested that the operator check with Church Farm that they would not hold a fair at the same time as this had reduced business for previous operators. 

6.2.2 – Upgrading the broadband at the Village Hall.  The Pagham Village Hall Trust had raised the issue of capacity of the broadband at the village hall.  There had been issues with the stability of the connection when several vendors tried to access the wifi to take card payments during events such as craft fairs.  The Clerk had spoken with our IT providers who suggested an upgrade to superfast broadband (recently available in Pagham) might help as there was no issue with the equipment’s capacity.  Separately, the phone line to the Village Hall was currently analogue and needed to switch to digital in the relatively near future.  The Clerk would like to consider upgrading the wifi to superfast broadband and asked for delegated authority along with the Chairman of the Finance Committee to agree a new contract.  This was agreed.


	[bookmark: _Hlk42059846]C/25/071.3
	District Councillors’ Report –
No report provided.


	C/25/071.4
	County Councillor’s Report –
Cllr Mrs Hall reported that the operation to clear debris from two container ship spills was continuing.  In separate incidents, containers had fallen overboard from cargo ships off the coast with the containers and their contents washing up on beaches across West Sussex.  Most of the material (145 tonnes so far) had been removed but there was still more to remove.  The contractors were using vacuums as well as hand picking the remaining rubbish.  Of top concern was public safety and environmental impact.  She thanked the members of the public who had also litter picked the beaches to help out.  There was an emergency number for anything that was found and needed to be dealt with.  Silver coated insulation was a concern as this was mistaken for small fish by larger predators and consumed.  It could eventually work its way into the food chain.  

Cllr Mrs Hall reported that the roundabout at The Causeway had been resurfaced, although it appeared buses had driven over it again.  

Cllr Mrs Salter asked Mrs Hall to report issues with flooding at Sefter Road.


	C/25/071.5
	Outside bodies reports –
Police liaison (Cllr Ian Manion/Clerk) –..Bognor had been given an increase in funding as it was seeing more violence in recent months.  Offences involving riding electric scooters were still a lower priority in Arun.

Pagham Village Hall Trust – (Councillor Trustees) .-.Cllr Mrs Behr reported that the Trust was looking to recruit a new caretaker.  It was noted that ADC/WSCC had been very appreciative of the Trust’s efforts in making the hall available as a rest centre during the gas emergency in December.  There had been a suggestion that the Hall install USB charging sockets in the Committee Room as some residents had not brought phone chargers in the rush to leave their homes.  Cllr Mrs Behr confirmed she would pursue this with the Trust.

Community Liaison – Cllr Mr Manion had attended a workshop on cohesion and community resilience at Arun District Council.  The intention was to pull in representatives from other groups such as the NHS, Fire & Rescue and Police to help tackle antisocial issues and emergencies.  


	
	

	C/25/072
	Flooding & Coastal Erosion – Consider any matters arising 

	C/25/072.1
	Cllr Mr Atkins reported that the Coastal Issues Group 
The Coastal Issues Group had met the previous week, with experts in relevant disciplines in attendance at the request of Natural England.  There were a lot of unanswered questions regarding the likely future movement of the beach, and it was felt that more modelling and planning was required.  It was unlikely that any more physical work would be needed for the next 2-3 years, other than shingle reinforcement which was undertaken at the request of ADC through Coastal Partners.  
As several key contacts had left their respective organisations in recent months it had been agreed to create a library of information/historical research to help those who would pick up the project in future.
Cllr Mrs Salter asked whether the evidence from when the rock groynes were introduced could be helpful.  Cllr Mr Atkins responded that this was included in the beach management plan which was the current guiding document but there was no need to install them at the current time because nothing significant was arriving from the west.  There were 5 options outlined in the management plan which came under the heading of “adaptive management” and it was these actions that would be considered first.
There was also concern regarding the lagoon, which was not draining as freely as it had previously.  Ultimately the concern was that there would be a breach here.
The training wall, owned by EA, was in need of repair but no funds were available.  The harbour entrance would migrate east if the training wall failed and adaptive management measures would be needed.  
  

	
	

	C/25/073
	Committee Minutes & reports – to note the meeting notes/minutes & action any recommendations

	C/25/073.1
	Planning Committee meetings held on 25th November 2025 and 13th January 2026. The minutes were duly noted.
 

	C/25/073.2
	Highways & Amenities Committee – no meetings since the previous Full Council meeting.


	C/25/073.3
	Finance Committee meeting – meeting held on 2nd December 2025. The minutes were duly noted, with the recommendations being considered at agenda item 9.

	
	

	C/25/074
	Finance

	C/25/074.1
	Receive accounts for the period ending 30th November 2025 & 31st December 2025 (previously issued) 
  It was RESOLVED to receive and approve the accounts.


	C/25/074.2
	Orders for Payment were presented to the meeting.  It was RESOLVED to approve payments of £6427.54 (£462.41 of VAT).


	C/25/074.3
	Budget & Precept for FY2026/27 

	
	Members considered the recommendation of the Finance Committee from a meeting held on 2nd December 2025, which proposed a budget for 2026/27.  The Finance Committee had agreed a budget subject to two outstanding pieces of information, namely the tax base for the year and whether any donation would be made by the Pagham Village Hall Trust to the Council, which it could add to the PWLB Repayment Earmarked Reserve.  Both these pieces of information had been received and the revised budget circulated.  The result was that a precept of £77763 was required for FY2026/27, representing a reduction of 1.76% on the previous year.  It was RESOLVED to approve the recommendation of the Finance Committee in respect of the proposed budget for FY2026/27 and request a precept of £77763.

	
	

	C/25/075
	Governance

	C/25/075.1
	The Clerk gave a verbal report which confirmed that the data audit had been completed and that the Council’s current website was compliant with accessibility requirements regulations via its provider Chichester District Council.  These were the remaining outstanding items to ensure compliance with Assertion 10.

	
	

	
	Date of Next Meeting

	
	24th March 2026

	
	The meeting closed at 9.00pm

	
	



Signed:   ……………………….
Chairman

Date:  …………………………..



