


Pagham Parish Council                
Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 28th January 2025 at 7.45pm held in The Small Hall, Pagham Village Hall.


Present:  Councillors 	Mr P Atkins (Chairman), Mrs J Behr, Mr J Carr, Mr P Cooper, Mrs D Hall, Ms P Hilton, & Mrs D Salter

In Attendance:  Mrs Nicola Swann (Clerk & RFO)

		  
	C/24/062
	Apologies from Members 

	C/24/062.1
	Cllrs Mr Huntley, Mrs Hamilton & Mr Manion gave their apologies.

	
	

	C/24/063
	To receive declarations of interest and dispensation requests by Councillors on any of the agenda items below.

	C/24/063.1
	Cllr Mr Atkins stated that he had an interest in agenda item 7 (Coastal Erosion) as Chairman of the Pagham Flood Defence Trust. 

	
	

	C/24/064
	Public Session Questions and comments from Members of the Public Present 

	C/24/064.1
	No members of the public were present.

	
	

	C/24/065
	To receive and approve the minutes of the Council meetings held 26th November 2024 (previously issued)

	C/24/065.1
	It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes.  The Chairman was asked to sign the minutes accordingly

	
	

	C/24/066
	Matters arising from the Minutes

	C/24/066.1
	None  

	
	

	C/24/067
	Receive Reports: 

	C/24/067.1
	Chairman’s Report:
The Chairman drew attention to the continuing planning matters which were of relevance to the village.  
He confirmed he had provided an article to the Pagham & District Residents’ Association for their winter newsletter updating on the work of the Council.
Looking around the village, the Chairman was looking for quotes for improvements to the fencing at Woodfield Close car park.
There were a couple of issues at the play areas which were being addressed.
The Xmas trees had been well received again, but a request had been made for lower fencing.  The Chairman would look into this and hoped to be able to use lower fencing for 2025, subject to the Council’s insurers being satisfied.
The Greenprint grass cutting experiment run by WSCC where grass cuttings were collected would continue this year.  The Parish Council would continue cuts between WSCC cuts to keep the village tidy.


	C/24/067.2
	Clerk’s Report:
The Clerk reported that there had been an incident of racist graffiti at the Hook Lane play area at the beginning of the month.  It had been swiftly removed.

	C/24/067.3
	District Councillors’ Report –
No report provided.


	C/24/067.4
	County Councillor’s Report –
Cllr Mrs Hall spoke to members about central government’s plans for devolution and how it could affect West Sussex residents.  Central government was offering additional powers (planning, transport and more) to strategic authorities with elected mayors.  The areas covered would need to include 1.5m residents and so WSCC, East Sussex County Council and Brighton & Hove Councils had written together to suggest a Sussex-wide authority.  In addition, central government had proposed a move to unitary authorities in all areas and WSCC was working towards this with district/borough councils.  The proposal for devolution would lead to a delay in holding County Council elections in 2025 and a request had been made to do this.  The timeline would be for a devolution consultation before April 2025, with ministers deciding whether to proceed before any local government review.  The spending review would then confirm amounts available to the new authorities and mayoral elections would take place in 2026.  Further information would be circulated as and when progress was made.

	C/24/067.5
	Outside bodies reports –
PVHT – Cllr Ms Hilton gave an update on matters relating to the Village Hall.  

Police Liaison – The Clerk and Cllr Mr Manion continued to attend police liaison meetings.

	
	

	C/24/068
	Flooding & Coastal Erosion – Consider any matters arising 

	C/24/068.1
	Cllr Mr Atkins confirmed that the recent storms had led to the formation of a new lagoon at the beach.  The harbour entrance had narrowed but was still open.  The situation was not yet stable and the lagoon had already breached.  Of concern was the erosion of the road to the steel wall, which was now only 15ft wide.  

	
	

	C/24/069
	Committee Minutes & reports – to note the meeting notes/minutes & action any recommendations

	C/24/069.1
	Planning Committee meetings held on 26th November 2024 & 14th January 2025.  The minutes were duly noted.
 

	C/24/069.2
	Highways & Amenities Committee – no meetings since last Full Council meeting.


	C/24/069.3
	Finance Committee – meeting held on 10th November 2024.  The minutes were duly noted.  The recommendations will be discussed separately on the agenda

	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk42059846]C/24/070
	Finance

	C/24/070.1
	Receive accounts for the period ending 30th November 2024 & 31st December 2024 (previously issued)
The accounts for the period ending 30th November 2024 & 31st December 2024 (previously circulated) were presented.  It was RESOLVED to receive and approve the accounts.


	C/24/070.2
	Orders for Payment were presented to the meeting.  It was RESOLVED to approve payments of £7059.38 (£560.16 of VAT).

	C/24/070.3
	To consider the recommendations of the Finance Committee in setting a budget for FY2025/26 (draft budget and report circulated) It was RESOLVED to approve the budget as circulated.

	C/24/070.4
	To set the precept for 2025/26 – it was RESOLVED to set the precept for the financial year 2025/26 at £79155.  This represented a decrease on the previous year of £1052

	
	

	C/24/071
	VE Day 80 

	C/24/071.1
	To receive a verbal update from Cllr Mr Cooper on plans at Pagham Yacht Club and opportunities for the Council to be involved.
Cllr Mr Cooper reported that Pagham Yacht Club were proposing an event for VE Day 80, following on from the success of the joint venture between the Council and PYC the previous year commemorating D-Day 80.  It was proposed that an event would take place at the yacht club on 8th May 2025, which was free and open to all.  Attendees would be encouraged to dress in 40’s style, there would be a singer and food representative of what had been available to celebrate VE Day in 1945.  A national beacon lighting was taking place at 9.30pm.  The Council could use the beacon purchased for the D-Day 80 event.  Cllr Mr Cooper asked the Clerk to reach out to Pagham & District Residents Association to see if they would also like to be involved again.

	
	

	C/24/072
	Governance

	C/24/072.1
	None.

	
	

	
	Date of Next Meeting

	
	25th March 2025

	
	

	
	The meeting closed at 9.40pm

	
	



Signed:   ……………………….				Date:  …………………………..
Chairman



