


Pagham Parish Council
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 24th March 2026 at 7.45pm held in The Small Hall, Pagham Village Hall.


Present:  Councillors 	Mr P Atkins, Mrs J Behr, Mr J Carr, Mrs D Hall, Ms P Hilton, Mr M Howard, Mr D Huntley, & Mrs D Salter


In Attendance:  Mrs Nicola Swann (Clerk & RFO)
		  
	C/25/082
	Apologies from Members 

	C/25/082.1
	Cllrs Mr P Cooper, Mr I Manion & Ms R Palmer

	
	

	C/25/083
	To receive declarations of interest and dispensation requests by Councillors on any of the agenda items below.

	C/25/083.1
	Cllr Mr Huntley stated that he had a disclosable pecuniary interest in item 7 (Flooding & Coastal Erosion) as he has a beneficial interest in that part of Pagham which is within the area of a serious risk of flooding arising from changing tidal patterns and erosion of the foreshore (the Area) and any decision take might relate to action to be taken regarding measures taken to protect the Area and requested that it be recorded in the Minutes that they will be taking part in the debate and voting on the item as authorised by the Dispensation granted by Pagham Parish Council at their meeting on 31st July 2012 (minute 61.12c). Mr Huntley was also a trustee of the Pagham Flood Defence Trust.  Cllr Mr Atkins also declared an interest in item 7 as Chairman of Pagham Flood Defence Trust. 

	
	

	C/25/084
	Public Session Questions and comments from Members of the Public Present 

	C/25/084.1
	No members of the public were present.

	
	

	C/25/085
	To receive and approve the minutes of the Council meetings held 27th January 2026 & 10th February 2026 (previously issued)

	C/25/085.1
	It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes.  The Chairman was asked to sign the minutes accordingly

	
	

	C/25/086
	Matters arising from the Minutes

	C/25/086.1
	None.

	
	

	C/25/087
	Receive Reports: 

	C/25/087.1
	Chairman’s Report:
Cllr Mr Atkins reported that the new parking arrangements for the care home development at Hook Lane were in place, allowing their contractors to park on the road.  Whilst it was good to see the cones in place opposite the junctions, there were far more vehicles than could possibly be required for the care home at this stage.  ADC were unwilling to do anything further to help.
The Chairman was concerned about the deliveries being made to the new Premier shop on the Parade as the van was crossing the verge and leaving mud on the pavement.  He would raise this with the shop.
The daffodils along Pagham Road would need work – water dropwort needs digging out of the ditches.  This would be added to the agenda for the next H&A meeting.

	C/25/087.2
	Clerk’s Report:  
6.2.1 – Container update – The Clerk reported that the items stored on behalf of the Pagham Players had now been removed from the container.  
There were also two barbeques which had been purchased by Pagham on Parade Working Party for use at their events, which were no longer required.  The Council agreed they should be disposed of.  
6.2.2 – CCTV update.  The Village Hall Trust was looking to regularise the arrangements for the CCTV, which was located in the Clerk’s office and could be viewed by the Clerk.  The Clerk had suggested that a Joint Agreement be entered into confirming responsibilities for the equipment and viewing of footage.  A draft agreement had been sent to the Trust for consideration, along with a draft data audit for CCTV footage.  
6.2.3 – Planters – the Clerk had the licence for the Planters for the new tarmac area outside Mill Farm Estate .  Members agreed it should be signed and returned to WSCC.


	[bookmark: _Hlk42059846]C/25/087.3
	District Councillors’ Report –
The Council was winding down its activities in view of the approaching local government reorganisation.  Planning is proving difficult in view of the new rules in the revised NPPF, where there appeared to be an increase in approvals on sites which would previously been refused.  The officers had to implement these new regulations, but in Cllr Mr Huntley’s view this was leading to bad decisions.


	C/25/087.4
	County Councillor’s Report –
Cllr Mrs Hall reaffirmed WSCC’s commitment to repairing potholes.  More had been repaired than last year, with 7000 reported in  the previous month.  This was up on February in the previous year at 2300.  3700 defects were repaired as against 2500 repairs last year.  New contractors had been appointed and were charging less but doing more.  22 crews working across the county including in the evening and at weekends.  A budget of £60.7m had been provided for investment in the roads in the coming year.  The focus would be on fixing the issues that caused potholes such as fixing drains and patching.  Thermal patching was being tested, as well as using biochar, a biproduct of the Greenprint scheme which the Council had been a pilot for.


	C/25/087.5
	Outside bodies reports –
Police liaison (Cllr Ian Manion/Clerk) –.a meeting was scheduled for 27th March 2026.

Pagham Village Hall Trust – (Councillor Trustees) .-.
The Booking Clerk and new Caretaker had been proven to be excellent new recruits, sorting out many issues at the hall.


	
	

	C/25/088
	Flooding & Coastal Erosion – Consider any matters arising 

	C/25/088.1
	Cllr Mr Atkins reported that the Coastal Issues Group 
Mr Atkins reported that the loss of knowledgeable staff at many of the key stakeholders who participated in the Group risked affecting the future success of the Group.  This had affected Natural England, Environment Agency, RSPB and Arun District Council.  Church Farm no longer had its own expert.  Pagham Flood Defence Trust are therefore trying to preserve the knowledge base.  They are working from the report prepared by ADC’s officer before he left, which sets out what could be done and how this will affect the beach.  It is a base document for decision taking.  NE have produced a new survey which is yet to be published.  The beach is currently acting consistently in that the gravel put in is taken out, but the beach is stable.  Outflow from the harbour is now a double s bend so deep it is maintaining flow.  Southern Water are also surveying the Harbour.  

	
	

	C/25/089
	Committee Minutes & reports – to note the meeting notes/minutes & action any recommendations

	C/25/089.1
	Planning Committee meetings held on 27th January 2026, 10th February 2026, 24th February 2026, 10th March 2026 The minutes were duly noted.
 

	C/25/089.2
	Highways & Amenities Committee meeting held on 24th February 2026.  The minutes were duly noted.  The quotes for the planters were awaited.  Cllr Mrs Salter suggested an additional source for a maintenance quote.


	C/25/089.3
	Finance Committee meetings – no meetings held since last Full Council meeting.

	
	

	C/25/090
	Finance

	C/25/090.1
	Receive accounts for the period ending 31st January 2026 & 28th February 2026 (previously issued) 
  It was RESOLVED to receive and approve the accounts.


	C/25/090.2
	Orders for Payment were presented to the meeting.  It was RESOLVED to approve payments of £9664.49 (£1210.44 of VAT).

	
	

	C/25/091
	Governance

	C/25/091.1
	Community Governance Review – members’ views were sought on a proposal from Arun District Council to move the parish boundary to include 9 properties on the Sefter Road Regis Park development which were located in Aldwick, whilst the rest of the development was located in Pagham.  It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the proposal and give feedback accordingly.

	
	

	C/25/092
	Confidential Business

	C/25/092.1
	Confidential business - To resolve that, under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the meeting during the discussion of the following item due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
RESOLVED:  to enter confidential business

	
	

	C/25/093
	New Website

	C/25/093.1
	Members considered a report circulated by the Clerk regarding procurement of a new website.  It was RESOLVED to proceed with an offer from Parishes Online

	
	

	
	Date of Next Meeting

	
	12th May 2026

	
	The meeting closed at 9.00pm

	
	



Signed:   ……………………….
Chairman

Date:  …………………………..



