


Pagham Parish Council                
Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 25th March 2025 at 7.45pm held in The Small Hall, Pagham Village Hall.


Present:  Councillors 	Mr P Atkins (Chairman), Mrs J Behr, Mr J Carr, Mr P Cooper, Mr D Huntley, Ms P Hilton, Mr I Manion & Mrs D Salter

In Attendance:  Mrs Nicola Swann (Clerk & RFO)

		  
	C/24/062
	Apologies from Members 

	C/24/062.1
	Cllrs Mrs D Hall & Mrs J Hamilton gave their apologies.

	
	

	C/24/063
	To receive declarations of interest and dispensation requests by Councillors on any of the agenda items below.

	C/24/063.1
	Cllr Mr Huntley stated that he had a disclosable pecuniary interest in item 7 (Flooding & Coastal Erosion) as he has a beneficial interest in that part of Pagham which is within the area of a serious risk of flooding arising from changing tidal patterns and erosion of the foreshore (the Area) and any decision take might relate to action to be taken regarding measures taken to protect the Area and requested that it be recorded in the Minutes that they will be taking part in the debate and voting on the item as authorised by the Dispensation granted by Pagham Parish Council at their meeting on 31st July 2012 (minute 61.12c). 
Cllr Mr Atkins stated that he had an interest in agenda item 7 (Coastal Erosion) as Chairman of the Pagham Flood Defence Trust, where matters affected the Area as defined above. Mr Huntley was also a trustee of the Pagham Flood Defence Trust. 
Cllr Mr Cooper stated he had an interest in agenda item 10 as Angling Commodore of Pagham Yacht Club.  He would present agenda item 10 in that capacity and not take part in any discussion or vote.  Cllr Mr Atkins stated he also had an interest in agenda item 10 as an honorary lifetime member of Pagham Yacht Club.

	
	

	C/24/064
	Public Session Questions and comments from Members of the Public Present 

	C/24/064.1
	No members of the public were present.

	
	

	C/24/065
	To receive and approve the minutes of the Council meetings held 28th January 2025 (previously issued)

	C/24/065.1
	It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes.  The Chairman was asked to sign the minutes accordingly

	
	

	C/24/066
	Matters arising from the Minutes

	C/24/066.1
	None.

	
	

	C/24/067
	Receive Reports: 

	C/24/067.1
	Chairman’s Report:


	C/24/067.2
	Clerk’s Report –  
Mill Farm Entrance Community Highways Scheme – the community highways scheme applied for by the residents of Mill Farm Estate had been delivered by WSCC in the last week, however there was concern from residents that the scheme had not been built to the original specification as less bollards were installed and vehicles could still park on the area which caused a problem.  A representative of WSCC had advised that double yellow lines would control parking to the back of the footway up to the listed wall and that monitoring would take place, however the instigator of the scheme was concerned this would not take place and had asked for the additional bollards to be included.  It was agreed to monitor the situation.

The developers of Pagham South had requested a meeting with the Parish Council to discuss the provision of allotments on their site, with an option to discuss the allotments being handed over to the Parish Council once completed.  The Clerk asked Councillors to consider whether they would like to be involved in a project to deliver the allotments.  The Clerk gave a brief outline of the options available for operating allotments.  It was agreed that Cllr Mr Huntley and the Clerk would have an initial meeting with Foreman Homes representatives to explore options and report back.


	C/24/067.3
	District Councillors’ Report –
Cllr Mr Huntley referred to work currently being undertaken at ADC in relation to local government reorganisation (LGR), where district and county councils would be abolished in favour of unitary authorities.  Discussions were being had regarding which areas would join together.  Cllr Mr Huntley felt it was important to consider the financial position of other authorities when agreeing which areas would move forward as unitary authorities.  There was a required minimum of 500,000 residents although exceptions could be made.  ADC, along with other local councils, had submitted an initial document to MHCLG agreeing to work with others but asking for clarity on a number of issues.  
Cllr Mr Huntley was asked about the Local Plan review process and LGR.  He confirmed that the decision had been taken not to appoint consultants to progress the review in light of LGR.  Some work would continue. 


	C/24/067.4
	County Councillor’s Report –
No report provided.

	C/24/067.5
	Outside bodies reports –
Pagham Village Hall Trust –.members who are trustees of the Village Hall gave their report.  There were no actions for the Parish Council.

Police Liaison – The Clerk and Cllr Mr Manion continued to attend police liaison meetings.

	
	

	C/24/068
	Flooding & Coastal Erosion – Consider any matters arising 

	C/24/068.1
	Mill Farm Watercouse Improvement Project – to consider a report from the Clerk/Chairman.  The Clerk outlined the reasons for the project and the proposal that the Council be involved through administrative assistance, becoming the applicant for a bid for Operation Watershed funding from WSCC and that a contribution towards the costs of design/approvals phase of the application, which would not be covered by any Op Watershed grant. Cllr Mr Atkins explained more about the work proposed, including the size of the area that would be improved by the work.  The impact of the work would be to safeguard current and future residents of Pagham and whilst he shared member views that responsibility for future residents fell with developers, the reality was that the LPA did not insist on improvements, only that the situation was not made worse.  It was RESOLVED:  to agree to work with the landowners, Arun District Council and French Engineering to undertake design/approvals work based on the report “Pagham Watercourse Improvement Scheme
Design and Approvals Phase” to facilitate an application to Operation Watershed.  This would include administrative work by the Clerk.  It was FURTHER RESOLVED to agree a contribution of £5,000 towards the work, which would be released from the Council’s Flood Defence EMR.

	
	

	C/24/069
	Committee Minutes & reports – to note the meeting notes/minutes & action any recommendations

	C/24/069.1
	Planning Committee meetings held on 28th January 2025,  11th February 2025 & 11th March 2025.  The minutes were duly noted.
 

	C/24/069.2
	Highways & Amenities Committee meeting held on 25th February 2025.  The minutes were duly noted.


	C/24/069.3
	Finance Committee – no meetings held since last Full Council meeting.

	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk42059846]C/24/070
	Finance

	C/24/070.1
	Receive accounts for the period ending 31st January 2025 & 28th February 2025 (previously issued)
The accounts for the period ending 31st January 2025 & 28th February 2025 (previously circulated) were presented.  It was RESOLVED to receive and approve the accounts.


	C/24/070.2
	New Savings Account – The Clerk had circulated a report outlining the reasons why a new savings account should be considered, in order to improve the Council’s return on cash held and to maximise cover under FSCS.  Members discussed the report and RESOLVED to open an easy access account and a 45 day account with Hinckley & Rugby Building Society.  It was further RESOLVED that Cllrs Mr Atkins, Mr Huntley and the RFO would be the named signatories on the account (the RFO being a requirement of the Hinckley & Rugby Building Society) to open the account, and to consider adding Mrs Hall at a later stage.  Any one signatory could instruct a transfer of funds from this account to the Council’s nominated account, which would be Barclays Bank Business Premium account 20-20-62 A/c No 70668931  


	C/24/070.3
	Orders for Payment were presented to the meeting.  It was RESOLVED to approve payments of £3804.98 (£111.97 of VAT).

	
	

	C/24/071
	VE Day 80 Event   

	C/24/071.1
	Cllr Mr Cooper updated the meeting on plans for a VE Day 80 event at Pagham Yacht Club.  The event would be held at the Yacht Club on 8th May 2025 to coincide with national events.  The formal part of the event would involve lighting the Parish Council’s beacon and speeches from the Chairman and others from the Yacht Club.  There would be a singer and refreshments which would have been available on VE Day.  The Yacht Club requested a contribution towards the costs of advertising the event, which it was confirmed would be open to all although internal seats would be reserved for Pagham’s older residents.  It was RESOLVED to agree a contribution of £200.

	
	

	C/24/072
	Duck Pond

	C/24/072.1
	To receive a verbal update from Cllr Mrs Behr on progress with the transfer of ownership of the Duck Pond.  Work had not progressed with repairs to the pond (required before any transfer could be considered), despite Mrs Behr providing contractor details to Persimmon Homes.  There appeared to be a misunderstanding on the part of Persimmon Homes as to the ownership of the pond (held through a wholly owned subsidiary company), which Mrs Behr was doing her best to resolve.

	
	

	C/24/073
	Governance

	C/024/073.1
	None

	
	

	
	Date of Next Meeting

	
	13th May 2025

	
	

	
	The meeting closed at 9.40pm

	
	



Signed:   ……………………….				Date:  …………………………..
Chairman



