Pagham Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 26th March 2024 at 7.45pm held in The Small Hall, Pagham Village Hall.


Present:  
Councillors 	Mr P Atkins (Chairman), Mrs J Behr, Mr J Carr, Mr P Cooper, Mrs D Hall, Mrs J Hamilton, Mrs P Hilton, Mr I Manion, Mr D Huntley & Mrs D Salter.

In Attendance:  Mrs Nicola Swann (Clerk & RFO)
		  
	C/23/094
	Apologies from Members 

	C/23/094.1
	No apologies had been given.  Cllr Mr Atkins reported that Cllr Mrs Spencer had resigned from the Council.

	
	

	C/23/095
	To receive declarations of interest and dispensation requests by Councillors on any of the agenda items below.

	C/23/095.1
	Cllr Mr Atkins stated that he had an interest in agenda item 10 (Coastal Erosion) as Chairman of the Pagham Flood Defence Trust. 


	C/23/096
	Public Session Questions and comments from Members of the Public Present 

	C/23/096.1
	One member of the public was present. 

	
	

	C/23/097
	To receive and approve the minutes of the Council meetings held 23rd January 2024 (previously issued)

	C/23/097.1
	It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes.  The Chairman was asked to sign the minutes accordingly

	
	

	C/23/098
	Matters arising from the Minutes

	C/23/098.1
	Cllr Mr Atkins took the opportunity to thank the Chairman of the Pagham & District Residents Association (PDRA) for attending the meeting and for providing an opportunity to see the new minibus (PDRA had received a grant from the Parish Council towards the cost).

	
	

	C/23/099
	ANPR cameras in and around Pagham - to receive a verbal report from Paul Palmer regarding the current coverage and opportunities to increase.

	C/23/099.1
	Unfortunately Mr Palmer had been unable to attend.  Cllr Mr Cooper would circulate some material forwarded by Mr Palmer regarding ANPR cameras and he asked that members send him any questions so that he could arrange for Mr Palmer to attend a future meeting.

	
	

	C/23/100
	D-Day 80 – to further consider plans for a D-Day 80 commemorative event (report circulated)

	C23/100.1
	Cllr Mr Atkins welcomed Mr Horn from PDRA to the meeting.  Members noted from the Clerk’s report that PDRA were willing to put some funds towards the event, for which the Chairman offered the Council’s thanks.  He also offered a “park & ride” service from the Hall using the new minibus, which could be helpful in reducing parking in the area for the event and to assist those with mobility issues to attend.  This was also welcomed. It was RESOLVED that Cllrs Mr Atkins, Mr Cooper and the Clerk be authorised to organise the detail of the event.

	
	

	C/23/101
	Lake View Duck Pond – to receive a verbal report from Cllr Mrs Behr updating progress with the establishment of a Charitable trust for its future maintenance and improvement.

	C/23/101.1
	Cllr Mrs Behr had established that her previous contact at Persimmon Homes had unfortunately passed away.  A new contact had been made and Mrs Behr had been able to progress the possibility of the Council taking on the pond.  Mrs Behr had established that Persimmon were open to the prospect of the Council taking on the land and would supply a copy of land registry filed plan.  She had established that Persimmon had commissioned an ecological survey and proposed some work to the pond as a result (limited to work that would not disturb the nesting birds).  Cllr Mrs Behr set out the terms on which the Council would be prepared to take on the Pond, including improvement to the required standard and acceptable legal ownership structure.  The representative from Persimmon Homes appeared to be amenable and would come back to Mrs Behr with further proposals.

	
	

	C/23/102
	To Receive Reports from the following: 

	C/23/102.1
	[bookmark: _Hlk64449576]Chairman’s Report –  
Hook Lane Play Area had been opened up and was now far more visible following the removal of shrub and bramble, leaving mature trees in place but allowing residents to see inside the space.  Further work was required on the perimeter fence, which would be repaired rather than replaced.  The Council would also fence the suds pond that had been discovered during the clearance works.  This belonged to private individuals but was a risk to children playing in the area and the Chairman felt the Council could attend to the fencing.  
Village Hall play area – the fencing between the playground and the car park needed replacement and a quote had been obtained.  Work was also required to the rear fence.  
Summer Lane play area – members were reminded that Drew Smith, the developer of Summer Fields (now owned by Vistry), were due to submit a planning application to resolve the issues caused by the land raising and asbestos burial at the public open space.  Whilst the work to resolve these problems had been promised for Spring 2024, no application had yet been submitted.  This was being chased with ADC but staff changes at Drew Smith meant it had not been progressed.  


	C/23/102.2
	Clerk’s Report –  
GDPR training – this was still outstanding.  Members agreed to try and complete this after the Planning Committee meeting on 9th April 2024.

Update on WSCC Greenprint project trial involving Pagham – the Clerk explained that this was an experimental carbon reduction project funded by the DfT through a programme called Live Labs 2.  The proposal is to collect the grass cuttings and use them for carbon reduction projects such as biofuel and as material for mending roads.  Pagham, Aldwick and Bersted have been chosen for the trial, which will last for 3 years.  In the first year, 5 cuts will be maintained.  The idea is that removing the grass cuttings will reduce the regrowth.  The Council currently pays for additional cuts between WSCC cuts.  We have been asked not to undertake any cuts until the first cut of this season, so that the grass cutting crew can assess whether our additional cuts will impact the study.  Promotional material is being prepared regarding the scheme which we can share with residents, including banners for verges confirming participation in the project.

Public toilet refurbishment 22/7/24-30/8/24 – an email has been received advising the toilets at Sandy Road would be receiving internal refurbishment this summer.  The email advised that the facilities might not be available or might have limited availability whilst the work was taking place.  The proposed period was over the summer holidays and this could cause problems for beach users.  Members discussed the impact this might have and agreed it might be necessary to install temporary facilities at the beach to avoid a repeat of the problems experienced when the toilets had been temporarily closed for the winter.  Closing over the summer holidays would have even more of an impact.  

Offer to view works at Pagham WWTW – the contractors carrying out the upgrade work for Pagham WWTW would be offering residents of Summer Lane and the Summer Fields development the opportunity to visit the site to see the improvements that had taken place.  This invitation would be extended to Councillors and would take place on 17th April 2024.  



	C/23/102.3
	District Councillors’ Report – 
No District Councillors were present.


	C/23/102.4
	County Councillor’s Report –
WSCC held their annual meeting the previous week.  Cllr Pieter Monteyn had been elected as Chairman with Elizabeth Sparks as Vice Chairman.  A new Chief Executive had also been recruited – Lee Whitehouse.
A problem affecting many residents was the situation with potholes on the County’s roads.  WSCC had increased funding to deal with potholes by allocating £4m from its revenue account.  The “right time” approach was being used where temporary repairs were only used in emergency situations.  There were difficulties securing gangs to do the work as they were in short supply.  Customer Services agents had seen enquiries double over the same period in the previous year and were struggling to respond in usual timescales.

	C/23/102.5
	Outside bodies reports –
PVHT – Cllr Mrs Behr reported that a new Chairman had been appointed – David Huntley.  Another trustee had accepted a post as cleaner at the Hall and so had resigned as trustee to ensure no conflict of interest. 

Police Liaison –  Cllr Mr Manion reported that a Police Liaison meeting was booked for next month, the first for some time.  He had attended an online cybersecurity event which had included information on avoiding scams.  He recommended the event to others and would advise if it was repeated.


	C/23/103
	Flooding & Coastal Erosion – Consider any matters arising

	C/23/103.1
	Further work would be required at the beach.  Planning permission would be required and Pagham Flood Defence Trust would need to expedite an application as they tended to take some time to determine. 

	
	

	C/23/104
	Committee Minutes & reports – to note the meeting notes/minutes & action any recommendations.


	C/23/104.1
	Planning Committee meetings had been held on 23rd January 2024 & 27th February 2024. The minutes of these meetings were duly noted.
 

	C/23/104.2
	Highways & Amenities Committee – 27th February 2024.  The minutes of the meeting were duly noted. 


	C/23/104.3
	Finance Committee – no meetings had taken place since the last Full Council meeting.

	
	

	C/23/105
	Finance

	C/23/105.1
	Receive accounts for the period ending 31st January 2024 & 29th February 2024 (previously issued)
The accounts for the period ending 31st January 2024 & 29th February 2024 (previously circulated) were presented.  It was RESOLVED to receive and approve the accounts.


	C/23/105.2
	Orders for Payment were presented to the meeting.  It was RESOLVED to approve payments of £3892.95 (£92.33 of VAT).


	C/23/105.3
	Internal auditor 2023/24 
Members were asked to formally note the change of internal auditor for the year 2023/24 following the transfer of business from RS Hall & Co to Smythe & Co, and that as a result Smythe & Co was the appointed auditor for 2023/24.  


	C/23/106
	Governance

	C/23/106.1
	None

	
	

	C/23/107
	Date of Next Meeting

	C/23/107.1
	14th May 2024

	
	The meeting closed at 9.50pm





Signed:   ……………………….Chairman    Date:  …………………………..
