
PAGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the
Annual Parish Meeting
held in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972

on Tuesday 24th May 2022 held in the Small Hall, Pagham Village Hall
Present:
Cllrs. Mr P Atkins (Chairman), Mrs J Behr, Mr J Carr, Mr Cooper, Mrs D Hall, Mrs J Hamilton, Mrs P Hilton, Mr D Huntley, Mr I Manion & Mrs D Salter 
Attending: 
Mrs Nicola Swann, Clerk & RFO, 
3 members of the public 
Apologies:  None
********************

Welcome by the Chairman
The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30 pm and welcomed those attending. This was the 128th Annual Parish Meeting for Electors, the first having been held in 1894.  It had not been possible to hold a meeting in 2020 due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  He introduced the Councillors and the Parish Clerk.
To receive the minutes of the 2021/22 Annual Parish Meeting held on 24th May 2022
Proposed:    
Cllr Mrs Salter
Seconded:

Cllr Mrs Behr
Decision: to ADOPT the minutes.

Matters arising
None
Report from the Chairman of the Parish Council on activities during the 2022/23 Council Year including a report as Chairman of the Highways & Amenities Committee

Mr Atkins made the following comments:
The year that ended in April has seen a return to normality after the extensive interruption to our lives due to covid control measures.

The Council is now working to a new and rationalized program of meetings. Under the chairmanship of Dawn Hall this covers all of the statutory planning meetings which are held fortnightly.

The financial control committee under the chairmanship of Dawn Salter scrutinizes the accounts on a quarterly basis and then reports to full council with its recommendations.

The Highways and Amenities committee meets quarterly under the chairmanship of Peter Atkins (me). This is the organized and responsible working group that controls all the council assets around the village.

These are the benches, the 2 playgrounds, the bus shelters the village hall and car park, the car park at parade.

One of the important summer tasks is the mowing of grass verges and open green spaces. The WSCC highways department has reduced the amount of mowing it does each summer. The PPC has taken on some of this work to ensure that the main thoroughfares through the village always look cared for and the sight lines at corners are not obscured.

We have tried to ensure that any areas of the village do not become eyesores. We do not have unlimited funds and so we work with anyone who can help to eliminate problem areas. However, there is still a need to allow wild growth to prevail to avoid too much exclusion of nature.

The 2 playgrounds in the village that are maintained by the PPC are inspected quarterly by a professional inspector to ensure maintenance is up to date and that safety is not compromised. The hook lane land is owned by West Sussex. We are currently in negotiation to renew the lease. Hopefully we will extend the life of the new lease and thus enable us to invest in improved facilities and fencing in the area.

The invasion of the village by contractors building the new houses around the village should not be causing problems, however it is a regular aggravation that Council spends many hours trying to put right problems caused by these developers.

All meetings are notified through the PPC notice boards that are around the village and on the website. These give details of the meetings and their contents. All members of the parish are welcome to attend and raise matters that concern them or just to be informed on what is going on in the village.

Over the course of the last year we have contributed to the various meetings held across the district regarding the details of the proposed housing estates.

We as PPC have no power to impose conditions but I all cases we take every opportunity to put the preferences of the village to both planners and developers. Sometimes we are able to prevail in our opinions and others we have no effect. In all cases it is important that we express our views and monitor the developments as the sites develop. One of the problems of the current developments within the village is the provision of playing areas and green spaces. Under national planning law certain sizes of estate need to make provision and provide both. Due to the piecemeal way in which the village is being expanded there has been no overall plan providing these areas within a sensible distribution across the village despite our efforts. 

One of the recent developments in which we are seriously concerned is the green open space and children’s play area on Summer Lane. this is due to be handed over to the district council at Arun under the terms of the planning permission granted for Summer Lane, however we have discovered irregularities in what has been done to the site and so we have raised our concerns with Arun who are now investigating. It is hoped that the site will ultimately become part of the assets of the Parish, but only after the problems of its building are resolved.

In the course of the last 12 months, we have organized the erection of 2 commemorative benches on the beach and the repair of several around the village.

In recent months we have had several graffiti “artists” practicing their art on all sorts of street furniture and buildings. We remove this as soon as we are notified, unfortunately this unsightly pastime even when removed, can leave unsightly patches. We hope members of the village will help in stopping this practice by reporting any one they see to the local community police officer.

The Chairman thanked all Councillors for their contribution during the year.

To receive the Annual Report from the Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
The Chairman of the Finance Committee, Cllr Mrs Dawn Salter, offered her comments:

This year I considered the structure of my report whilst revising with my son for his A level in Economics which reminded me to respectfully analyse and highlight the accounts for Parish Council Year 22/23 in a clear and concise manner.
We have a responsibility to our residents to ensure our expenditure is not over exaggerated and each year our budget preparations are a set task. Quite frankly with increases seen in the Amenities Sector, my Finance team are asked to perform what seems like miracles and at this point I would like to Thank the effort they voluntarily put in each year.

Careful costing and project managing is key, and I am sure you will agree our Parish Council still manage to keep the Village Assets looking tidy.

This year the Finance team provided the Amenities team with its own reserve pot to spend, and it is from here transparency against the previous years' accounts where we see the increases in spending and therefore all our funds have been used appropriately on the replacement of Village assets.

 Another great project was chosen last year that looked to try to make savings to our Energy Bill as we all know this area has been of great concern with its way above inflation increase in costs. It is our belief that with the initial outlay to change over to energy savings bulbs in the Parish Street Lights we can achieve the desired effect to use Electricity more efficiently.

 

We do not have a 'staff base' per say in fact our only member of staff is our Clerk Nicola our Responsible Finance Office and Overall Council Guru for All - OUR PRIZE EMPLOYEE- we all owe a huge amount of Thanks as it is a pleasure to work with her and I can proudly assure you, this Village is in experienced hands.

All accounts are now processed through digital Technology known using the Receipts & Payments method per the requirements of HMRC and this has made the End of Year Accounting very smooth. The reports are passed through to an Internal & External Audit.

I am happy to announce that our Finance Team working within financial regulations have been told once again that the accounts have successfully 'Passed' the first step through the Internal Audit. An accolade to our Clerks thorough work.

Ill be happy to answer any questions on the accounts that have been put forward.

Thank you for listening.

.

To receive the Annual report from the Chairman of the Planning Committee

Since our last Annual Assembly, the Parish Council Planning Committee have met 24 times.

Parish Councils (PC) are statutory consultees in the planning process and must be informed of all planning applications, and any amendments to those applications, within the parish. The PC can only comment on these planning applications in the same way as any other member of the public, however, any comments by the PC must be agreed during a properly called planning Committee meeting. 

Members of the public attending the meeting can comment, speak in support of or object to any application during the ‘Open Forum’ segment of the meeting. 

Comments agreed in the meeting are submitted in writing by the Parish Clerk to the relevant planning authority. 

Nicola, our Clerk, always manages to grasp the essence of the debate and very skilfully submits them to ADC.

Members of the Committee will study the plans, forms and details submitted with the application carefully and can request the views of the statutory bodies e.g., English Heritage, Environment Agency, Highway Authority, etc. The local planning authority will almost certainly be bound by the advice of such statutory bodies. 

Its important to remember that the PC is only a consultee and counts as one opinion. Without advice from residents of the Parish the members of the PC will give their own opinions.

Residents of the Parish, particularly in controversial cases, will reflect such local feeling. However, should there be widespread objection, or support, for a proposal we will always urge members of the public to send their own individually written letters or e-mails direct to the planning authority (in your own words rather than a circular type as these are more effective). 

The PC’s comments in response to a planning application can only be based on planning matters. Where possible the PC can quote polices in the Local Plan as these are the starting point for considering the merits of any application. 

Objections should be clear, concise, relevant, and accurate to stand a chance of being accepted. Whilst the local planning authority must consider the representations of the PC this does not mean that an application will be decided in accordance with the views of the PC. In reaching a decision, the local planning authority is required to weigh up all issues associated with an application and comments made by the PC may have insufficient weight to enable the application to be determined in line with the wishes of the Parish. 

Any comments or objections made must have a genuine material planning consideration and matter of relevance to the development. 

During last year we have had many House Holder applications to consider, which can range from extension, porches, replacement windows also tree works applications.

A disappointment was one of the outline applications P/178/21/ that we objected to, which was also a departure from the development plan and was refused by the District Council, only to be won by the developers on appeal.

The Committee have looked at and considered Discharge of Conditions for the strategic or larger sites, also reserved matters which need careful consideration as these can be the finer details such as design, landscape, lighting, 

We objected to the height of the Nursing home on the Hook Lane site which was taken into account by the developers and lowered.

We have also commented on BE/134/22 Land west of Bersted as part of the development falls in Pagham Parish.

Occupants have moved into new homes South of Summer Lane but the existing residents have had to endure many months of disruption at the hands of the developers.

There continues to be development problems still to resolve including flooding, drainage, and the playground and open space handover.

The Planning Committee will continue to represent local views and raise arears of concern and welcome local views and knowledge. 

To receive observations from County and District Councillors:

Cllr Mr D Huntley made observations as an Arun District Councillor:

We have a situation of a no overall control council with a non-conservative or rainbow alliance leading as follows:
20 conservatives, 1 independent conservative

33 non conservatives comprising 14 lib dems, 8 labour, 6 greens and 5 independents led by myself who do not affiliate with any political party.

To be decided formally on 31st May at full Council.  More information to follow.

Thanks to Pagham voters fore-electing June Hamilton and myself

We wish to make it clear we will continue to work for all of Pagham regardless of how people voted.  I have been very busy with other group leaders sorting this alliance out but June and / or I hope to hold monthly surgeries in the Village Hall to listen to Pagham problems or suggestions.

June chairs the Pagham and Aldwick advisory group.  David Huntley, Peter Atkins and our RFO/Clerk Nicola Swann are also members.  We have a similar involvement with the Bersted advisory group.

June, Nicola and I have been working hard to keep the developers from overstepping the mark.  Dawn Hall has also led the planning committee in this.  We have worked collaboratively.  We would like this to be true in Arun also.

Cllr Mrs D Hall made observations as a West Sussex County Councillor.  She thanked the Parish Council for all their efforts, including particular thanks to the Chairmen of the Council’s committees.  She explained that this was her 25th year as a Parish Councillor.  In that time she had worked with 3 Chairmen; Jackie Miles, Ray Radmall and now Peter Atkins.  She felt the approach was more laid back than at other Councils she attended as County Councillor but that meant that everyone got their say.  The Parish Council is not political, and it is the interests of the residents that are the most important.  Members of the public are most welcome to attend.
To receive, discuss and vote upon any business raised by the Electors of Pagham, of which written notice was received by Noon on Friday 19th May 2023
The Clerk confirmed no business had been raised by the Electors of Pagham.  

Any other matters for future consideration

None

The Chairman thanked all those that had attended and closed the meeting. 

Closure - The meeting ended at 7.30 pm.
Chairman…………………………………………….

Date………………………………………………….
PAGE  
2
Pagham Parish Council

APM 23rd \May 2023


