
PAGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the
Annual Parish Meeting
held in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972

on Tuesday 28th May 2024 held in the Small Hall, Pagham Village Hall
Present:
Cllrs. Mr P Atkins (Chairman), Mrs J Behr, Mr J Carr, Mrs D Hall, Mrs J Hamilton, Mr D Huntley & Mr I Manion  
Attending: 
Mrs Nicola Swann, Clerk & RFO, 
3 members of the public 
Apologies:  Mr Cooper, Mrs Hilton & Mrs Salter
********************

Welcome by the Chairman
The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30 pm and welcomed those attending. This was the 129th Annual Parish Meeting for Electors, the first having been held in 1894.  It had not been possible to hold a meeting in 2020 due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  He introduced the Councillors and the Parish Clerk.
To receive the minutes of the 2022/23 Annual Parish Meeting held on 23rd May 2023
Proposed:    
Cllr Mrs Behr
Seconded:

Cllr Mr Huntley
Decision: to ADOPT the minutes.

Matters arising
None
Report from the Chairman of the Parish Council on activities during the 2023/24 Council Year including a report as Chairman of the Highways & Amenities Committee

Mr Atkins made the following comments:
Parish Council structure 

· Parish Council elections were held in May 2023, and all Councillors were returned unopposed.  

· Annual meeting saw Cllr Mr Atkins return as Chairman and Cllr Mr Huntley as Vice Chairman

· There are 3 Committees – Planning, Highways & Amenities, Finance Committee.  Members are appointed annually reflecting their expertise and/or interest.  

· Outside bodies – members also represent the Parish Council on the Coastal Issues Group which works with Pagham Flood Defence Trust, are appointed as Trustees for the Village Hall, to Advisory Groups run by Arun District Council which look at the strategic developments in Pagham and on a liaison group with Sussex Police.

· Two of our Parish Councillors are also District Councillors for Pagham

· One of our Parish Councillors is also County Councillor for Pagham

· We currently have a vacancy so if you are interested in joining us, please contact the Clerk

Issues arising this year 

Summer Lane Public Open Space

· Concerns have been raised with ADC over the condition of the Public Open Space, which started with the park and the inclusion of the mound, and expanded to the issue of land raising and subsequent flooding issues for properties on Pagham Road and the admission that asbestos containing material had been buried on the site.  

· This led ultimately to a meeting with representatives from Drew Smith, their contractors, ADC drainage/planning/environmental health and the Parish Council

· Planning application to rectify land raising and play area issues is expected.  It will not deal with asbestos as soil contamination was not a condition of planning consent

· We will not accept the playground unless and until we’re certain of safety

Pagham Flood Defence Trust

· Reports are made to Council of the work of the Trust and we have a representative on the Coastal Issues Group that work with the Trust to maintain the beach.  
Hook Lane Play Area

· The Council entered into a new 14 year lease with the County Council for the play area. 
· This means we can invest in its long-term future .
· Following an emergency repair when a tree came down in the park in November, we’ve now cleared lots of the vegetation from around the park, opening it up so it is now very visible to the community.  It is also safer and less of a target for antisocial behaviour.
Grass Cutting

· Receive many comments about grass cutting around the village.  There are areas which we are responsible for, such as the village hall play area and paddock, and areas which are the responsibility of WSCC, such as the entrance to the village and the roadside verges.  

· As WSCC has decreased the frequency and scope of cuts, we have instructed our private contractor to top up the cuts to keep the village tidy.  

· This year without warning the Parish was chosen to participate in a trial where grass cuttings are collected, and used for biofuel and road mending material.  Taking away the cuttings should lead to slower grass growth.  We were asked not to undertake our additional cuts as part of the trial is to see how much grass can be collected.  

· We haven’t been too impressed so far with the standard of service and have contacted WSCC with our feedback.  The experiment is to last at least 2 years.

Newsletter

· Thanks to Pagham & District Residents Association for allowing us a space in their quarterly newsletter.

· Pleased to be able to communicate with so many residents to share our achievements and inform of important local issues.

The Parade

· The condition of The Parade is a big concern for the Council and generates lots of correspondence from residents.
· In July 2023 we considered taking over the open space at The Parade with a view to improving and maintaining it for the future.  
· We employed a land agent to work with us to see exactly what was involved.  As with all matters to do with land, it was not straightforward.  
· We concluded we would not be able to make the changes we wanted without incurring additional costs for the residents and businesses who are responsible for paying towards the maintenance for the open space, which would not be fair.  We reluctantly concluded we could not pursue this option.
· In the meantime, Arun District Council commenced s215 proceedings to try to force the landlord’s hand in the repairs required to the open space.  Unfortunately, safety critical work to the residential part of the building took precedence and the deadline for the work was pushed back.  The deadline expired in November 2023 and we are pushing ADC for a decision on whether they will now take the next step which is to issue proceedings in court. 
· We regularly represent residents’ feelings on the state of the Parade to ADC, but you can always voice your concerns directly to your Ward Members
Duck Pond

· We are trying to negotiate with Persimmon Homes over taking on the freehold of the duck pond at Lake View.
Xmas Trees

· The 2 Xmas trees (one at the entrance to the village and one at Beach Road) were displayed again this year and were well received

Planning Applications/Enforcement

· There will be a separate report on Planning but we should mention that we report and support residents in trying to get issues with breaches of the construction management plan at Hook Lane and Sefter Road resolved.  This has included out of hours working, generators running overnight, pumping water without permission.  Please continue to report to ADC as this is the only way they know about problems.
· The Parish has participated in the Local Plan Review process by submitting comments in response to the Direction of Travel Issues & Options consultation.  We raised concerns over the lack of infrastructure in Pagham including the volume of traffic on the roads, the lack of progress with building facilities such as the school at Pagham South and the problems with flooding and waste water treatment.  We will continue to oppose development in unsustainable locations.
Drainage Issues Summer Lane/Mill Farm

· Arun District Council asked us to participate in a group looking to resolve drainage issues involving Summer Lane and Mill Farm.  We may well be asked to submit a bid for funding to WSCC to help solve the problems.
D-Day 80 event

· Together with Pagham Yacht Club, we have arranged a D-day 80 commemorative event on 6th June to which all are invited.   Pagham & District Residents Association have also given their support.
Public Toilets at Sandy Road

· We were surprised to receive notification from Arun District Council of proposals to refurbish the toilets at Sandy Road over the period of the school summer holidays.  The refurbishment requires a complete closure of the toilets.  
· Following discussions with ADC and intervention from our ward member David Huntley, we have arranged for the refurbishment (one of 4 across the district) to be switched to 3rd June and for temporary toilets to be placed in the Woodfield Road car park.
The Chairman thanked all Councillors for their contribution during the year.

To receive the Annual Report from the Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
The Chairman of the Finance Committee, Cllr Mrs Dawn Salter, offered her comments via a written report which was read out on her behalf by Cllr Mr David Huntley:

I give my apologies this year as my work commitments make it difficult for me to attend this evening,   I have composed my analysis of the accounts for Parish Council Year 23/24 to be presented during our Annual Parish Meeting .
I acknowledge that our village is growing whether we like it or not, each new house adds into our calculation formulae when the Finance Team looks at our budget each year.  We are all aware of the squeeze on our own personal household budgets and take the responsibility to our residents to ensure our expenditure only covers the essential needs these days. Any additional project spend is only considered if there is a real infrastructure improvement provision required using our reserves wisely or the Community Infrastructure Levy received from the developers. 

It is a dedicated team effort, encouraging the enthusiasm for new ideas and balancing the books. It  was commendable to see that our new councillors have got stuck in to assist in the preparation covering project management for new infrastructure improvements projects.

 I would like to Thank the effort and excess voluntarily time Peter spends keeping his masterful view over our Asset Management each year as Amenities Chairman.

Our Parish Clerk Nicola excels as our responsible Finance Officer. She pieces together the essential legal and statutory reports presenting to Council every fortnight - our 'miracle' worker without whom we would not be able to carry out our functions so professionally. Especially this year as we have seen a change in our Internal Auditor . I am proud to advise that a fresh pair of eyes reviewed  that Pagham Parish council accounts  'Passed' though the internal Audit confirming  they abide by our Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.

.

To receive the Annual report from the Chairman of the Planning Committee

Since our last Annual Assembly, the Parish Council Planning Committee have met 24 times.

Parish Councils (PC) are statutory consultees in the planning process and must be informed of all planning applications, and any amendments to those applications, within the parish. The PC can only comment on these planning applications in the same way as any other member of the public, however, any comments by the PC must be agreed during a properly called Planning Committee meeting. We can “object” or raise “no objection” – we do not have the power to refuse an application; that is for the Planning authority Arun District Council.
Members of the public attending the meeting can comment, speak in support of or object to any application during the ‘Open Forum’ segment of the meeting. 

Comments agreed in the meeting are submitted in writing by the Parish Clerk to the relevant planning authority. 
.

Members of the Committee will study the plans, forms and details submitted with the application carefully and will also study the views of the statutory bodies e.g., Natural England, Environment Agency, Highway Authority, etc. The local planning authority will almost certainly be bound by the advice of such statutory bodies. 
It’s important to remember that the PC is only a consultee and counts as one opinion. Without advice from residents of the Parish the members of the PC will give their own opinions.

The PC’s comments in response to a planning application can only be based on planning matters. Where possible the PC can quote polices in the Local Plan as these are the starting point for considering the merits of any application. 

Objections should be clear, concise, relevant, and accurate to stand a chance of being accepted. Whilst the local planning authority must consider the representations of the PC this does not mean that an application will be decided in accordance with the views of the PC. In reaching a decision, the local planning authority is required to weigh up all issues associated with an application and comments made by the PC may have insufficient weight to enable the application to be determined in line with the wishes of the Parish. 
Any comments or objections made must have a genuine material planning consideration and matter of relevance to the development. 

The strategic allocations identified in Pagham will collectively deliver at least 1,200 dwellings over the Local Plan period (2011-2031), which include
Land at Church Barton House 65 dwellings

Land West of Hoo Lane, 300 dwellings and an 80 bed care home

Land west of Osborne Refrigerators – 44 dwellings (currently undecided)

Regis Park, land North of Sefter Road/Rose Green Road 250 dwellings

Land South of Summer Lane (Pagham Road) 400 dwellings, a care home with up to 70 beds, a Local Centre comprising up to 2000sqm of A1/A2/A3/D1/sui generis floorspace, provision of land for a 1FE primary school (with sufficient space to ensure that it is expandable to 2FE), provision of land for a scout hut, safeguarding of land to help link the site to the Pagham Harbour Cycle Route & other community uses including public open space & allotments with some matters reserved.
The Hook Lane development continues to have many unresolved issues with drainage and also having a very waterlogged site over the winter and when there is heavy rain.

Residents have continued to report issues of lights being left on overnight, noise from generators, water being pumped onto Pagham Road and mud on the roads, to name just a few.  

Summer Lane site continues to have drainage issues, along with the play area and open space being unresolved.

The Planning Committee have also considered many Householder” applications over the past year.  These applications are no longer escalated to the planning committee at ADC on an objection from the Parish Council, so in these cases we rely on our District Councillors to help us by requesting to the ADC Chairman that an application can be considered by that Committee.  Again, we must put forward sound planning reasons for that.

All strategic and major sites in Pagham will go forward to the Planning Committee at Arun and members of the public who have registered an interest will have an opportunity to address the committee if they wish to.

I would like to thank all members of the Planning Committee and the Council members for their valued input into all planning matters.  I would also like to thank Nicola, our Clerk, always manages to grasp the essence of the debate and very skilfully submits them to ADC.
To receive observations from County and District Councillors:

Cllr Mr Huntley made the following observations as District Councillor:

Refurbishments to Littlehampton and Bognor have started.
ADC debt is being steadily reduced. Inherited from COVID and the last regime.
More bins are to be added to the yacht club (along with some rather badly worded notices about water quality).
Sandy Lane Toilet refurbishment starts in June and finishes in mid July just before the schools break up. Apparently 4 blocks of toilets are being done in ADC together. It will cost ADC 66K and us a lot less except we must pay for the temporary toilets and their emptying. I and Nicola and Maria have made it clear summer refurbishment should not occur again! We are stuck with it this time because of the tendering process. Obviously January is a much more sensible time.
A Mrs Carole Penny caught sepsis through a scratch while walking by the rife near the sewage works. I will take this further.
‘Free’ car parks continue in Bognor, Littlehampton and Middleton on sea. 
Gardening volunteers – The Co-op is looking very colourful, Maria’s boat is kept by Hilary Payne and Kerry May is looking after the yacht club planted boat.
The continuous rain has brought the sewage and drainage and road problems into sharp relief. 
The local Plan review continues 2023 -2041. We are emphasising that we are constrained by the sea and threat of sea level rise to the south and by the South Downs National park to the north. We will stress the need for keeping strategic gaps and respecting of built up area boundaries. Nicola has submitted an excellent set of responses to the Direction of Travel regulation 18 document. I have submitted my own set of ward member responses.
 Ideally we want: No more building until infrastructure is in place. No more building on best and most versatile land reinforced by ‘Grampion’ conditions This feedback should give us the evidence to have our housing targets reduced. We also want the duty to comply and take other boroughs housing stopped. We are full!
June chairs the Pagham and Aldwick advisory group David Huntley, Peter Atkins and our RFO/ clerk Nicola Swann are also members. We have a similar involvement with the Bersted advisory group.
A new ADC CEO has been appointed Dawn Hudd. She has worked with the committee system before and with no overall control councils. She comes from Guildford and Waverley borough council and has had a number of senior posts in Medway, Maidstone and Canterbury councils.   
Cllr Mrs D Hall made observations as a West Sussex County Councillor.  She thanked the Parish Council for all their efforts, including particular thanks to the Chairmen of the Council’s committees.  Mrs Hall then spoke about the issue she received most correspondence over, which was Highways.  Extra funding has been allocated compared to the last year.  A new jet patcher has been purchased.  The way these work means no road closures are required.  11,000m2 of repairs were made using the machine.  Between December and April 1600 potholes were fixed.  There is a dedicated resource for small repairs which completes 25m2 per day.  In addition, WSCC has cleansed 34,000m of gulleys and doubled the number of clearances for known problem areas.  There has been extra camera work, manhole repairs & gulley cover repairs.  The budget has been increased by a further £4m this year.  Jet patching will continue and another machine has been sourced.  In addition, footway and sidings work continues, there has been £100k allocated for repairs to signs.  New roles have been created for 3 assistant highways managers.  Drainage officers are working to enforce riparian owner obligations.  There has been a huge increase in the number of reports/enquiries made by members of the public – up from around 50k per annum to 70-75k this year.
To receive, discuss and vote upon any business raised by the Electors of Pagham, of which written notice was received by Noon on Friday 24th May 2024
The Clerk confirmed no business had been raised by the Electors of Pagham.  

Any other matters for future consideration

None

The Chairman thanked all those that had attended and closed the meeting. 

Closure - The meeting ended at 7.45 pm.
Chairman…………………………………………….

Date………………………………………………….
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