PAGHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Tel: 01243-266424 | E-mail: clerk@paghamparishcouncil.gov.uk
Minutes of a Meeting of the Full Council
Meeting Details
• Date and Time: Tuesday 28th July 2026 at 7.45pm
• Venue: The Small Hall, Pagham Village Hall, Pagham Road, Pagham, PO21 4NJ
• Present: Mr P Atkins (Chairman), Mrs Behr, Mr J Carr, Mr P Cooper, Mrs D Hall, , Mr M Howard, Mr D Huntley, Mr I Manion & Ms R Palmer 
• In Attendance: Mrs N Swann (Clerk & RFO)

29. Apologies from Members: 
Ms P Hilton, WSCC Councillor Mr T Bence.

30. Declarations of Interest and Dispensation Requests: 
30.1. Cllr Mr Huntley stated that he had a disclosable pecuniary interest in item 8 (Flooding & Coastal Erosion) as he has a beneficial interest in that part of Pagham which is within the area of a serious risk of flooding arising from changing tidal patterns and erosion of the foreshore (the Area) and any decision take might relate to action to be taken regarding measures taken to protect the Area and requested that it be recorded in the Minutes that they will be taking part in the debate and voting on the item as authorised by the Dispensation granted by Pagham Parish Council at their meeting on 31st July 2012 (minute 61.12c). Mr Huntley was also a trustee of the Pagham Flood Defence Trust.
30.2. Cllr Mr Atkins stated that he had an interest in agenda item 8 (Coastal Erosion) as Chairman of the Pagham Flood Defence Trust. 

31. Public Session: No members of the public were present.

32. To receive and approve the minutes of the Council meetings held 9th June 2026 (previously issued)
32.1. It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes.  The Chairman was asked to sign the minutes accordingly

33. Matters arising from the Minutes
33.1. None.

34. Receive Reports: 
34.1. Chairman’s Report:
35. Cllr Mr Atkins reported that the Clerk, Cllr Mr Howard and himself had met undertaken a site visit with a representative of Vistry to discuss progress on the handover of the public open space at Summer Lane.  Works were progressing well but with no rain in recent weeks the grass had not yet germinated.  The Council had also asked for improvements to the new connection through the Paddock to ensure the dog walking area was secure.  The Chairman was pleased to see a new business opening in the Parade (Carpet shop), and progress with the repurposing of the Royal Oak to a bathroom showroom.  A new farm shop had also opened at Crimsham Farm.  All welcome additions to the local economy.
Mr Atkins raised the issue of the scaffolding at the Co-Op, which had been in place for a considerable amount of time without any progress seeming to be made on repairs to the building.  He asked Cllr Mr Huntley to raise this with the District Council.
35.1. Clerk’s Report:
35.1.1. The Clerk updated the Council on the following matters:
Decking at the entrance to the beach – this had been temporarily removed to reduce slip risk.  As it was summer, there was less risk of flooding and the decision would be reviewed in the autumn.
Damage to fencing at the Village Hall – the fence around the play area at the Village Hall had been vandalised yet again despite the addition of wire to the fence struts.  The Chairman of the Highways & Amenities Committee planned to add mesh fencing to the fence to deter further attacks.  Discussion was under way to see if better surveillance could be placed around the park area.
35.2. District Councillors’ Report –
35.2.1. Cllr Mr Huntley was pleased to report that developments planned for Summer Lane (P/26/30/OUT and P/31/26/OUT) had both been refused at ADC’s planning committee.  He hoped there were sufficient grounds to defeat any appeal.
Local Government Reorganisation – the anticipated decision on the future of West Sussex local government had been postponed to October. 
ADC had a new head of housing, who was making progress after years of inadequate maintenance to properties.  
Littlehampton Harbour Board was looking to reduce the number of ADC Councillor appointments to its board.
35.3. County Councillor’s Report –
35.3.1. No report.

35.4. Outside bodies reports –
35.4.1. PVHT – no issues to raise.  The annual meeting would be held on 5th August.
35.4.2. Police liaison – Cllr Mr Manion had asked for additional patrols at the village hall due to recent vandalism at the play area.  

36. Flooding & Coastal Erosion – Consider any matters arising 
36.1. ADC’s new agreement with Coastal Partners should see the Council through the LGR period.  A 10 year plan was being prepared for the Pagham Flood Defence Trust to cover possible future beach scenarios.

37. Committee Minutes & reports – to note the meeting notes/minutes & action any recommendations
37.1. Planning Committee meetings held on 9th June 2026 and 23rd June 2026 & 14th July 2026. The minutes were duly noted.
37.2. Highways & Amenities Committee – meeting held on 14th July 2025.  The minutes were duly noted.  
37.3. Finance Committee meeting – meeting held on 23rd June 2026.  The minutes were duly noted.

38. Finance
38.1. Receive accounts for the period ending 30th Juney 2026 (previously issued). It was RESOLVED to receive and approve the accounts.
38.2. Reconciliations for period ending 30th June 2026 – Cllr Ms Palmer would review the reconciliation outside of the meeting.
38.3. Orders for Payment were presented to the meeting.  It was RESOLVED to approve payments of £1604.63 (£29.54 of VAT).

39. Governance
39.1. Community Governance Review 2026 – boundary lines between Aldwick and Pagham Parish Councils to be amended so as to include 9 properties currently in Aldwick to be included in Pagham along with the rest of the Regis Park development.  Following a consultation exercise, Arun District Council was formally proposing the amendment.  

40. Date of Next Meeting
40.1. 22nd September 2026

The meeting closed at 9.25


Signed 

Chairman: ____________________       Date: ____________________

