PAGHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Tel: 01243-266424 | E-mail: clerk@paghamparishcouncil.gov.uk
Minutes of a Meeting of the Full Council
Meeting Details
• Date and Time: Tuesday 22nd September 2026 at 7.45pm
• Venue: The Small Hall, Pagham Village Hall, Pagham Road, Pagham, PO21 4NJ
• Present: Councillors Mr P Atkins (Chairman), Mr J Carr, Mr P Cooper, Mr M Howard, Mr D Huntley, Mr I Manion & Ms R Palmer
• In Attendance: Mrs N Swann (Clerk & RFO), WSCC Councillor Mr T Bence

40. Apologies from Members: Mrs J Behr, Mrs P Hilton & Mrs D Hall,

41. Declarations of Interest and Dispensation Requests: Cllr Mr Huntley stated that he had a disclosable pecuniary interest in item 8 (Flooding & Coastal Erosion) as he has a beneficial interest in that part of Pagham which is within the area of a serious risk of flooding arising from changing tidal patterns and erosion of the foreshore (the Area) and any decision taken might relate to action to be taken regarding measures taken to protect the Area and requested that it be recorded in the Minutes that he will be taking part in the debate and voting on the item as authorised by the Dispensation granted by Pagham Parish Council at their meeting on 31st July 2012 (minute 61.12c). Mr Huntley was also a trustee of the Pagham Flood Defence Trust.
Cllr Mr Atkins stated that he had an interest in agenda item 8 (Coastal Erosion) as Chairman of the Pagham Flood Defence Trust.

42. Public Session: No members of the public were present.

43. Minutes of the Previous Meeting: It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Council meeting held 28th July 2026. The Chairman was authorised to sign the minutes accordingly

44. Matters Arising from the Minutes: None.

45. Reports Received: 

45.1. Chairman’s Report: 
45.1.1. The Chairman was receiving complaints regarding dust and noise generated from the new development on Pagham Road.  Council had raised this with ADC but no action was proposed by them as a result.  The Chairman urged residents to call in their complaints to ADC as the only way to get action was through reporting.
He was disappointed to see a tree at The Parade which had been planted after the remedial works to the central pedestrian area had died, and one of the benches had disappeared.  The Clerk offered to chase this up with the managing agent.
The Chairman was pleased to see Sussex Police were focusing on illegal ebikes and scooters and felt this was improving the situation.

45.2. Clerk’s Report
45.2.1. Hall Users Christmas Event – the Village Hall Trust was holding a fundraising event for Hall Users on 29th November 2026 2-4pm.  Whilst this was primarily an event for users to generate funds by eg selling goods, it would give the Council an opportunity for community engagement.  Cllr Ms Palmer agreed to attend for the Council.  
45.2.2. Update from Cllr Mrs Behr on the Route 600 Grant scheme – Mrs Behr provided a written report which confirmed a new shelter would be added outside the Bear pub, which the Council could choose and then adopt after installation through the grant scheme.  Mrs Behr had also been told that the repairs required to the bespoke shelter at the Lamb could also be covered by the scheme. She had also asked for better signage outside the Royal Oak north and southbound and was awaiting a response.
45.2.3. New PCSO – The Clerk and Cllr Mr Manion had met the new PCSO, who would hopefully attend a Council meeting soon.

45.3. District Councillor’s Report:
45.3.1. Cllr Mr Huntley presented his report.  He was pursuing action over the scaffolding outside the Co-Op Kings Beach as this had been in place for over 2 years.  There was a planning condition in place which obliged the owners to look after the frontage.  
He further reported that he was hoping members at ADC would put forward a motion regarding the use of Grampian conditions (a negatively-worded planning condition that stops development from starting or being occupied until a specific off-site action or work has been completed) in planning conditions in Arun district.
He spoke about the introduction of the national scheme of delegation’s introduction and the impact this would have on the ADC Planning Committee.  It would lead to far fewer applications coming to their Committee and many more being decided by officers.

45.4. County Councillor’s Report: 
45.4.1. Cllr Mr Bence presented his report.  He was very concerned by the issues raised by Havant Thicket reservoir plans and the impact on Pagham and neighbouring villages.  He was concerned by the lack of consultation in West Sussex and the prospect of a second osmosis treatment works which would result in discharges through outfalls which were likely to be up to 4 times more concentrated than current discharges.  He urged members to familiarize themselves with SoSCA’s reports on the subject.
He urged members to report any matters of concern regarding roads and highways directly to him for investigation.  

45.5. Outside Bodies Reports: 
45.5.1. Police liaison – Cllr Mr Manion confirmed that Sussex Police were focusing on ebikes and scooters and had seized 4 illegal bikes.

46. Flooding & Coastal Erosion: 
46.1. New photographs from a drone were shopping huge shingle build up offshore.  This is being monitored.  Pagham Flood Defence Trust may invest in tidal measurers which would be able to monitor the speed of tides which could then be contrasted with other areas.  The 3 professors who were working with the trust were monitoring the situation, particularly with a difficult winter predicted.  The AGM had taken place and new trustees were required to fill vacancies anticipated in the near future.

47. West Sussex EV Charge point consultation – to consider any feedback on sites proposed for Pagham.  (information circulated to Councillors)
47.1. The Council considered the two sites proposed at Mill Park Road and Kings Drive.  Council comments were as follows:
Members felt there was no need for the two sites – residents had driveways and would likely install electric charge points at their homes as the cost was significantly cheaper than using a public charging point.  The sites chosen were already used for overflow parking from properties and there would be no opportunity for them to be used as there was no anticipated change to any parking regulations.  It would be better to site public charging points where visitors to Pagham could make use of them rather than on residential estates.  Members suggested other areas to look at could be on the area of undeveloped land next to Kingfisher Manor, the Woodfield Close car park, the site at the old St Ninian’s church.  The new village centre that was being developed as a result of P/140/16/OUT would be an ideal site for chargers.  There may be an opportunity to use an area next to the Hook Lane play area, subject to an assessment of the amount of parking in the area.

48. Committee Minutes & Reports: 
48.1. Planning Committee: Meetings held on 28th July 2026 and 25th August 2026 were duly noted.
48.2. Highways & Amenities Committee: Meeting held on 25th August 2026 was duly noted.
48.3. Finance Committee:  No meetings held since the last Full Council meeting.

49. Finance: 
49.1. Accounts: Received and approved accounts for the period ending 31st July 2026 & 31st August 2026.
49.2. Reconciliations: For the period ending 31st July 2026 & 31st August 2026 – Cllr Ms Palmer will review the reconciliation outside of the meeting.
49.3. Orders for Payment: Presented to the meeting. It was RESOLVED to approve payments of £11936.45 (£943.66 of VAT).
49.4. Outcome of External Audit 2025-26 – the Clerk reported that the external audit had concluded with no comments from the auditor and no matters which should be drawn to the attention of Council.  A copy of the signed External Auditor’s Report had been circulated.

50. Governance: 
50.1. GDPR training.  Members were reminded of the need to complete GDPR training in order to satisfy the requirements of Assertion 10.
51. Confidential business - To resolve that, under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the meeting during the discussion of the following item due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.  RESOLVED to enter confidential business.

52. To receive a verbal update from the Clerk regarding an insurance matter
52.1. The Clerk provided an update to members on an insurance matter.

53. Date of Next Meeting: 24th November 2026

The meeting closed at 9.25pm

Signed 

Chairman: ____________________       Date: ____________________

